
 
Scholarship for Habitat Conservation and Management Course - 2022 

This scholarship is offered in memory of Ryan Roberson who was lost to lung cancer in November 
2020 

Ryan James Robertson was a much-loved son, brother, grandson, partner, nephew, 
colleague, and friend to many. He was an Architect, a Landscape Architect, an Urban 
Designer, a Planner and was studying Economics to see how best it integrates with the 
culture and society he belonged to. He looked after his body well and kept fit by running, 
cycling, and involving himself in umpiring for the Victorian Amateur Football Association. 

Ryan was diagnosed with a rare and aggressive form of lung cancer on the 30 October 
2020 and left us on the 14 November 2020. He was 32 years of age. 

Ryan the person is best described “… as a design industry professional with a long 
standing intertest in issues of civic space and local biodiversity, and a vigor for effective 
climate action. He actively chose both educational and professional pathways which had 
offered him a breadth of experience, and importantly, opportunities to contribute to 
social capital. This unique skill set, generalist by nature, was driven by an earnest desire 
to understand the culture and society to which he belonged…” 

Ryan was a keen member of Friends of Darebin Creek, being a member of the committee 
and taking on a secretarial role with the local Reach 4 (Plenty Road to Ring Road) 
working group. He was an enthusiastic advocate for the idea of a biodiversity corridor 
and one of the architects of the Revegetating Darebin Creek Project, applying his skills to 
generate the guiding maps. As well as improving habitat, Ryan envisaged a greater 
presence of intimate, relaxing spaces along the creek. 

This scholarship supports those who live, work or volunteer in and around Darebin Creek, in 
particular the Reach 4 area, to create positive environmental change, by providing financial 
assistance towards environmental education. 

Courses that will be funded include conservation, land management, or environmental and 
sustainability courses. The scholarship can fund up to 80% of the course fees to a maximum of 
$1,200 per applicant. 

The Scholarship is available year-round or until all scholarship money has been allocated. 

The aim of the scholarship is to support residents to create positive environmental change, by 
providing financial assistance towards environment education. 

It is the preference of Ryan’s family that the Scholarship is offered for Habitat Conservation and 
Management Course (HCMC) under the auspicious of the Darebin Creek Management 
Committee. 

 
 



 
APPLICATION FORM     
 
Date application submitted: ___________________ 
 
Date of course:  ________________________ 

 
Deadline for course payment*: _________________  
 
*Note that applications must be received at least two weeks before payment is due.   

 
Applicant details 

 
Name: _______________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________ 

Phone number: ________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________ 

Date of birth: __________________________________ 

 
Training / Conference details 

 
Training / conference title: ________________________________________ 

Training / conference total cost: ____________________________________ 

Amount requested* : ___________________________ 

*Must be no more than 80 per cent of the total cost, and maximum $1,200 gst exclusive 

Name of organisation running the training / conference: 

______________________________________________________________ 

Contact name and phone number of organiser: 

______________________________________________________________ 

Web address: ___________________________________________________ 



 
• Please attach Course Outline including times, dates, location, and content covered 

(or provide web address) 
• If there are eligibility requirements, please provide evidence that you meet these 

 
Scholarship Eligibility Questions  
 
If you need more room to answer these questions, please submit additional pages with 
answers numbered.  Please keep answers brief (no more than 100 words for each question). 

 
1. Are you a resident around Darebin Creek? __________________ (Please attached 

evidence such as rates notice, drivers’ licence etc). 

2. What is your interest and current activities in relation to environmental issues? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What skills and knowledge are you hoping to develop?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How will you use these skills and knowledge to benefit the environment?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Are you willing to cover at least twenty per cent of the registration fee: 

________________________________________________________________________ 



 
6. Are you connected to environmental groups or local community groups?  Please 

describe: 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Items that will be funded include fees for short courses, courses delivered by a Registered Training 
Organisaton or Learn Local, short courses delivered by reputable organisations or conference 
registration fees. 

Things that will not be funded include Tertiary degrees and TAFE Courses, travel or 
accommodation costs, books, and materials such as computer equipment or course material. 

Normally, one award will be made in each year, although the family reserves the right to make 
more than one award, or no award, in any given year. 


