
European Settlement

In 1837, the area was investigated by Government 
surveyor, Robert Hoddle. He declared the land east 
of the Darebin Creek, Keelbundoora, and to the west, 
Jika Jika – both local Aboriginal names. European 
settlers started arriving around 1838 and used the 
land for dairy farming, grazing and market gardens. 
Mulberry, Olive, Almond and Quince trees planted 
around this time are still present in the park today.

With this settlement came the shattering of the 
ancient traditional culture of the land’s Aboriginal 
inhabitants. A historic treaty in 1835, set up by 
John Batman, describes ‘buying’ the land from the 
Wurundjeri for some food and a few blankets. Well-
known Wurundjeri Elder, William Barak, recounts 
this deal as a gross misunderstanding, with elders 
believing that the deal was to access their land only 
temporarily. Over a period of 30 years, disease, 
dislodgement from traditional land, confl icts over 
access to land and livestock, and alcohol use, 
dramatically reduced the Aboriginal population. By 
1860, most of the surviving Woi Wurrung had been 
moved away to mission stations throughout Victoria.

Darebin Parklands is a bushland oasis in the 
middle of urban Melbourne. In this brochure, 
we welcome you to this special place – 
revisiting its rich history, introducing you 
to its present-day custodians and of course, 
encouraging you to wander through the 
park and experience its magic for yourself. 

Flip me over and you’ll fi nd a comprehensive 
Heritage and Nature Trail Guide which takes 
you on a journey through the park’s unique 
fl ora, fauna, geography and historical sites. 
Before we go, a friendly reminder – dogs can 
only run free in the O�  Lead Area (please see 
the map for its location). Let’s get started!

History
Sacred Beginnings 

The Wurundjeri clan of the Woi Wurrung people have 
lived on and cared for this land for tens of thousands 
of years. Part of the East Kulin language area, which 
covers most of Central Victoria, this land provided the 
Woi Wurrung people with shelter, medicine and food. 
Back then, you would have seen rich grassland and 
woodlands plentiful with bush foods such as native 
tubers and grass seed. Kangaroos, emus, wallabies, 
possums and bandicoots provided sources of meat, 
bone for tools and fur and skin for clothing. The rocky 
pools along the creek would have been teeming with 
Short-Finned Eel, fi sh and Long-Necked Turtle as well 
as stems of Kumbungi and Water Ribbons providing 
stable food sources.

Today, many traditional and sacred sites have been 
lost but oral history and culture have survived as have 
many freshwater shell middens, scar-trees, sacred 
trees, stone artefact scatters and burial sites along 
the Darebin and Merri Creeks and the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Oral histories from descendants of the 
Wurundjeri depict stories of the area with a great 
diversity in fauna and prolifi c farming, hunting and 
gathering. Historical papers and diary entries from 
European settlers paint a similarly rich picture with 
Aboriginal inhabitants seasonally visiting swamps 
for eel fi shing, grasslands for harvesting grass seed, 
tending to Murrnong patches or gathering with other 
tribes for ceremonial and trade occasions.  

Quarrying and the Alphington Tip

On the Alphington side of the creek, quarrying of 
basalt began in 1890 and continued until 1965. Once 
quarrying ceased the site became Alphington Tip, 
quickly fi lling the once deep hole with garbage from 
residents and local enterprises. While the tip was 
operational, the surrounding land was used for horse 
agistment and became weed infested and degraded. 

In 1924, the Ivanhoe side of the creek was to be 
purchased as the site of Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School 
but the depression and major fl ooding put a halt to that. 
The site known as Rockbeare Park was subsequently 
purchased by Heidelberg Shire and its natural rugged 
wilderness was used by locals, scout groups, leech 
collectors and picnickers. Eventually Rockbeare Park 
became neglected and overrun with weeds.

The tip closed in 1975 and neighbouring residents 
lobbied local, state and federal governments to 
acquire the land for a public park. After a visit from 
Victorian Premier, Sir Rupert Hamer, it was agreed 
that a dollar-for-dollar contribution from the State 
with Northcote Council would allow the purchase 
of the land for a public park. From that point on, 
signifi cant restoration and revegetation works have 
been undertaken by volunteers and park rangers.

Reconciliation and Rejuvenation 

Despite dislodgement from traditional land due to 
European settlement, Aboriginal connection to this 
land continues today. The Wurundjeri people maintain 
the rights to their remaining sacred places and are once 
again recognised as the custodians of the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Local land managers rely on their 
services for cultural consultation, fi re management, 
archaeological site understanding and ecological 
knowledge – working collaboratively to preserve the park 
for generations to come. The Spiritual Healing Trail at 
Darebin Parklands is a gift from the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community as a gesture of reconciliation.

Darebin Creek Management Committee 
and Environment Centre

The Darebin Creek Management Committee (DCMC) 
was formed in 2001 by amalgamating the Darebin 
Creek Co-ordination Committee and the Darebin 
Parklands Committee of Management. These two 
committees had been operating since their inception 
in 1984 and 1978 respectively. The Committee share a 
common interest in improving the Darebin Creek and 
its adjoining open space.

The DCMC consists of representatives of the local 
government areas the Darebin Creek fl ows through, 
being Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea and Yarra Councils 
as well as La Trobe University. 
A division of the DCMC manages the Darebin 
Parklands due to its unique history as a former 
landfi ll site, which requires specialised management.

The Darebin Creek Environment Centre is located at 
the Separation Street main entrance where DCMC 
staff are based. The Environment Centre is the hub 
of environmental education for the Darebin Creek 
catchment, where pre-school to tertiary students, 
along with community groups 
and individuals, can utilise the skills of staff and 
facilities on offer.

Darebin Parklands 
Association 
Founded in 1973, the Darebin Parklands Association 
(DPA) was instrumental in establishing the Darebin 
Parklands. Today, the DPA and the DCMC collaborate 
to protect and improve the bushland character of the 
park, maintaining it as a wildlife haven and place to 
appreciate nature. 

The DPA offers a wide range of opportunities for 
the community to learn more and contribute to 
the revegetation of the park, including planting 
and weeding days, Clean-up Australia events and 
information evenings. It also provides a Junior Ranger 
program which encourages kids and their parents 
to participate through activities such as Wildlife 
Spotlighting, Nest Box Making and Catch-a-Carp Day.  

Web: www.dpa.org.au
Facebook: Darebin Parklands Association 

Also see Friends of Darebin Creek for catchment 
related information including guest speakers and 
monthly community activities such as planting and 
weeding along the Darebin Creek. 

Web: www.friendsofdarebincreek.org.au
Facebook: Friends of Darebin Creek

The Park Today 
Located just 7kms from the city, Darebin Parklands 
today is rich with wildlife and has many walking tracks, 
bike paths and places to relax and take in the natural 
bushland setting. Since 1978, various committees of 
management with support of Darebin and Banyule 
Councils have employed rangers to manage the 
Darebin Parklands. 

Clues of the park’s mixed history can be discovered 
while exploring the park. Small remnants of 
indigenous vegetation and natural rock features 
jutting out of the creek sit beside Olive groves and 
wizened Mulberry trees. The quarry wall makes a 
beautiful amphitheatre and the water treatment 
ponds, pumped from groundwater running through 
the old tip site, provide an idyllic pond system. 

Fauna 
Keep your eye out in the grasslands of Snakegrass 
and Mt Puffalo for butterfl ies, like Woodland Blues or 
Wanderers, whizzing above the grasses and native 
wildfl owers, tiny Copper Skinks basking in the sun or 
Red-Rumped Parrots chewing seeds on the ground. 

Down by the creek, you may be lucky enough 
to come across a family of Wood Duck, a Rakali 
(Native Water Rat) hunting for yabbies or Fresh-
Water Mussels, Tawny Frogmouths camoufl aged in 
with tree trunks, tiny birds like Spotted Pardalotes 
or Blue Wrens fl ittering in the scrub or a Tiger 
Snake basking in the sun. Short-Finned Eel can 
be found in deeper pools in the creek and lucky 
visitors will glimpse Kingfi shers throughout the 
summer months. 

Up on the slopes, look for visiting Yellow-Tailed 
Black Cockatoos chewing casuarina cones, roaming 
echidnas, Blue-Tongue Lizards blending in with the 
grass and tiny conical soil pits made from Antlions 
(the larvae of lacewings).

Down by Ivanhoe Wetland or Pobblebonk Pond, 
you’ll be bound to hear some frogs chorusing such 
as the ‘crik-crik-crik’ of the Common Froglet, a 

Cormorant airing or a Nankeen Night Heron hiding 
in the bushes. Striped Skinks await dragonfl ies and 
Little Grebes dive to collect small fi sh. If you look 
carefully, you might see the tail of a Brush-Tailed 
Possum protruding from a nearby nest box.   

Elsewhere in the park’s woodlands, you will see 
(or just hear) Kookaburras, Eastern Rosellas 
and Rainbow Lorikeets nesting in Red Gums, 
Casuarinas, Manna Gums and Bursarias. By the 
duckponds, you are sure to see Chestnut Teal, 
Pacifi c Black Ducks, Coots and Purple Swamphens. 
Please resist feeding them – they’re healthier 
without our food. On rainy wet days, you may 
come across an Eastern Long-Necked Turtle as the 
females emerge from the water to lay their eggs on 
higher ground in such weather. Please leave them 
alone and keep dogs away!

At dusk, a keen eye will spot tiny bats fl itting 
around catching fl ying insects. Incredibly, they eat 
their own body weight in insects in one night! The 
much larger Grey Headed Flying Fox can be seen 
swooping over the area in search of fruit and nectar 
in neighbouring gardens. Unfortunately, unwelcome 
visitors, namely foxes and cats also roam the park 
at night, threatening our native wildlife. 

Flora 
Despite being only 7kms from the CBD, the park features 
a wide variety of indigenous fl ora in an urban bushland 
environment. Volunteers and staff are maintaining the 
integrity of a few small patches of remnant vegetation 
as well as revegetating other areas of the park for 
habitat and to stabilise creek banks from erosion. Many 
historical exotic trees remain such as Black Mulberry, 
Olives, Quince, Peppercorn and Pine Trees. 

In the north of the park, Snakegrass has over 50 
species of indigenous plants, all fl owering at different 
times of the year including Chocolate Lilies and 
Bulbine Lilies. You’ll fi nd several species of spear 
grass and wallaby grasses, Kangaroo Grass, Windmill 
Grass and Silky Bluegrass. In this area, rangers carry 
out mosaic burns in autumn to stimulate grassland 
species. Endangered plant species, Matted Flax-Lily, 
grows throughout the grassland. 

Along the creek, you’ll fi nd River Red Gums and 
Ribbon Barked Manna Gums, clumps of Common 
Tussock Grass, with Bidgee Widgees and Kidney 
Weed covering the ground below them. In winter, the 
blossoms from Silver Wattle and Golden Wattle light 
up the park. These plants not only provide habitat 
for many animals and insects but also stabilise creek 
banks and capture nutrients from the stream. 

In the wetlands and creek, you’ll fi nd a great array 
of aquatic plant species including Water Ribbons, 
Slender Knotweed, Broom Rush and Common 
Nardoo. These help fi lter the water and provide 
hiding spots for water insects, frogs and fi sh.

On the slopes surrounding the creek, thickets of Sticky-
Leafed Hop Bush, Prickly Moses Wattle, Sweet Bursaria 
and Sticky Boobialla hold the soil together and provide 
habitat for small birds. Below them grow several 
species of Saltbushes and hardy Wallaby Grasses.

Discover more
The Darebin Creek Management Committee website is 
a great source of information about Darebin Parklands 
and the Darebin Creek catchment including FAQs, 
education programs and fact sheets on topics including 
frogs, leachate system, geology, vegetation and history. 

Find us online at www.dcmc.org.au
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Geology
Most of Central Victoria, including the Darebin 
catchment, was covered by warm and shallow seas 
some 430 million years ago during the Silurian period. 
During this period, fi ne mud and sand sediments 
were laid down on the sea fl oor. Slowly these ancient 
layers developed into rocks and underground 
pressures pushed them to above present sea levels. 
This sedimentary sandstone and mudstone is 
visible on the Ivanhoe side of the park – their layers 
highlighted with colourful mineral-rich layers and 
harder levels where iron and other minerals have 
accumulated. It’s amazing to imagine these rocks 
as vast marine areas, writhing with primitive lifeforms 
that swam over these ancient sea fl oors. 

In the last 10 million years, right up to 5000 years 
ago, there was extensive volcanic activity across 
Victoria during the Quaternary period. Volcanoes to 
the north of Melbourne around Beveridge were active 
around 800,000 years ago spreading lava across this 
landscape and following old stream beds as far as the 
Yarra River. These lava fl ows formed the basalt rock 
sheets across the western side of the park.

Today, the Darebin Creek has worn a 
path between the ancient sedimentary 
rock and the newer basalt rock, 
winding its way to the Yarra River. 
The basalt found in Darebin Parklands is quite 
dense and was favourable for crushing for road and 
rail construction during Melbourne’s growth in the 
early 1900s.
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ancient traditional culture of the land’s Aboriginal 
inhabitants. A historic treaty in 1835, set up by 
John Batman, describes ‘buying’ the land from the 
Wurundjeri for some food and a few blankets. Well-
known Wurundjeri Elder, William Barak, recounts 
this deal as a gross misunderstanding, with elders 
believing that the deal was to access their land only 
temporarily. Over a period of 30 years, disease, 
dislodgement from traditional land, confl icts over 
access to land and livestock, and alcohol use, 
dramatically reduced the Aboriginal population. By 
1860, most of the surviving Woi Wurrung had been 
moved away to mission stations throughout Victoria.
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quarrying ceased the site became Alphington Tip, 
quickly fi lling the once deep hole with garbage from 
residents and local enterprises. While the tip was 
operational, the surrounding land was used for horse 
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Victorian Premier, Sir Rupert Hamer, it was agreed 
that a dollar-for-dollar contribution from the State 
with Northcote Council would allow the purchase 
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been undertaken by volunteers and park rangers.
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the north of Melbourne around Beveridge were active 
around 800,000 years ago spreading lava across this 
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Today, the Darebin Creek has worn a 
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winding its way to the Yarra River. 
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dense and was favourable for crushing for road and 
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European Settlement

In 1837, the area was investigated by Government 
surveyor, Robert Hoddle. He declared the land east 
of the Darebin Creek, Keelbundoora, and to the west, 
Jika Jika – both local Aboriginal names. European 
settlers started arriving around 1838 and used the 
land for dairy farming, grazing and market gardens. 
Mulberry, Olive, Almond and Quince trees planted 
around this time are still present in the park today.

With this settlement came the shattering of the 
ancient traditional culture of the land’s Aboriginal 
inhabitants. A historic treaty in 1835, set up by 
John Batman, describes ‘buying’ the land from the 
Wurundjeri for some food and a few blankets. Well-
known Wurundjeri Elder, William Barak, recounts 
this deal as a gross misunderstanding, with elders 
believing that the deal was to access their land only 
temporarily. Over a period of 30 years, disease, 
dislodgement from traditional land, confl icts over 
access to land and livestock, and alcohol use, 
dramatically reduced the Aboriginal population. By 
1860, most of the surviving Woi Wurrung had been 
moved away to mission stations throughout Victoria.

Darebin Parklands is a bushland oasis in the 
middle of urban Melbourne. In this brochure, 
we welcome you to this special place – 
revisiting its rich history, introducing you 
to its present-day custodians and of course, 
encouraging you to wander through the 
park and experience its magic for yourself. 

Flip me over and you’ll fi nd a comprehensive 
Heritage and Nature Trail Guide which takes 
you on a journey through the park’s unique 
fl ora, fauna, geography and historical sites. 
Before we go, a friendly reminder – dogs can 
only run free in the O�  Lead Area (please see 
the map for its location). Let’s get started!

History
Sacred Beginnings 

The Wurundjeri clan of the Woi Wurrung people have 
lived on and cared for this land for tens of thousands 
of years. Part of the East Kulin language area, which 
covers most of Central Victoria, this land provided the 
Woi Wurrung people with shelter, medicine and food. 
Back then, you would have seen rich grassland and 
woodlands plentiful with bush foods such as native 
tubers and grass seed. Kangaroos, emus, wallabies, 
possums and bandicoots provided sources of meat, 
bone for tools and fur and skin for clothing. The rocky 
pools along the creek would have been teeming with 
Short-Finned Eel, fi sh and Long-Necked Turtle as well 
as stems of Kumbungi and Water Ribbons providing 
stable food sources.

Today, many traditional and sacred sites have been 
lost but oral history and culture have survived as have 
many freshwater shell middens, scar-trees, sacred 
trees, stone artefact scatters and burial sites along 
the Darebin and Merri Creeks and the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Oral histories from descendants of the 
Wurundjeri depict stories of the area with a great 
diversity in fauna and prolifi c farming, hunting and 
gathering. Historical papers and diary entries from 
European settlers paint a similarly rich picture with 
Aboriginal inhabitants seasonally visiting swamps 
for eel fi shing, grasslands for harvesting grass seed, 
tending to Murrnong patches or gathering with other 
tribes for ceremonial and trade occasions.  

Quarrying and the Alphington Tip

On the Alphington side of the creek, quarrying of 
basalt began in 1890 and continued until 1965. Once 
quarrying ceased the site became Alphington Tip, 
quickly fi lling the once deep hole with garbage from 
residents and local enterprises. While the tip was 
operational, the surrounding land was used for horse 
agistment and became weed infested and degraded. 

In 1924, the Ivanhoe side of the creek was to be 
purchased as the site of Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School 
but the depression and major fl ooding put a halt to that. 
The site known as Rockbeare Park was subsequently 
purchased by Heidelberg Shire and its natural rugged 
wilderness was used by locals, scout groups, leech 
collectors and picnickers. Eventually Rockbeare Park 
became neglected and overrun with weeds.

The tip closed in 1975 and neighbouring residents 
lobbied local, state and federal governments to 
acquire the land for a public park. After a visit from 
Victorian Premier, Sir Rupert Hamer, it was agreed 
that a dollar-for-dollar contribution from the State 
with Northcote Council would allow the purchase 
of the land for a public park. From that point on, 
signifi cant restoration and revegetation works have 
been undertaken by volunteers and park rangers.

Reconciliation and Rejuvenation 

Despite dislodgement from traditional land due to 
European settlement, Aboriginal connection to this 
land continues today. The Wurundjeri people maintain 
the rights to their remaining sacred places and are once 
again recognised as the custodians of the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Local land managers rely on their 
services for cultural consultation, fi re management, 
archaeological site understanding and ecological 
knowledge – working collaboratively to preserve the park 
for generations to come. The Spiritual Healing Trail at 
Darebin Parklands is a gift from the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community as a gesture of reconciliation.

Darebin Creek Management Committee 
and Environment Centre

The Darebin Creek Management Committee (DCMC) 
was formed in 2001 by amalgamating the Darebin 
Creek Co-ordination Committee and the Darebin 
Parklands Committee of Management. These two 
committees had been operating since their inception 
in 1984 and 1978 respectively. The Committee share a 
common interest in improving the Darebin Creek and 
its adjoining open space.

The DCMC consists of representatives of the local 
government areas the Darebin Creek fl ows through, 
being Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea and Yarra Councils 
as well as La Trobe University. 
A division of the DCMC manages the Darebin 
Parklands due to its unique history as a former 
landfi ll site, which requires specialised management.

The Darebin Creek Environment Centre is located at 
the Separation Street main entrance where DCMC 
staff are based. The Environment Centre is the hub 
of environmental education for the Darebin Creek 
catchment, where pre-school to tertiary students, 
along with community groups 
and individuals, can utilise the skills of staff and 
facilities on offer.

Darebin Parklands 
Association 
Founded in 1973, the Darebin Parklands Association 
(DPA) was instrumental in establishing the Darebin 
Parklands. Today, the DPA and the DCMC collaborate 
to protect and improve the bushland character of the 
park, maintaining it as a wildlife haven and place to 
appreciate nature. 

The DPA offers a wide range of opportunities for 
the community to learn more and contribute to 
the revegetation of the park, including planting 
and weeding days, Clean-up Australia events and 
information evenings. It also provides a Junior Ranger 
program which encourages kids and their parents 
to participate through activities such as Wildlife 
Spotlighting, Nest Box Making and Catch-a-Carp Day.  

Web: www.dpa.org.au
Facebook: Darebin Parklands Association 

Also see Friends of Darebin Creek for catchment 
related information including guest speakers and 
monthly community activities such as planting and 
weeding along the Darebin Creek. 

Web: www.friendsofdarebincreek.org.au
Facebook: Friends of Darebin Creek

The Park Today 
Located just 7kms from the city, Darebin Parklands 
today is rich with wildlife and has many walking tracks, 
bike paths and places to relax and take in the natural 
bushland setting. Since 1978, various committees of 
management with support of Darebin and Banyule 
Councils have employed rangers to manage the 
Darebin Parklands. 

Clues of the park’s mixed history can be discovered 
while exploring the park. Small remnants of 
indigenous vegetation and natural rock features 
jutting out of the creek sit beside Olive groves and 
wizened Mulberry trees. The quarry wall makes a 
beautiful amphitheatre and the water treatment 
ponds, pumped from groundwater running through 
the old tip site, provide an idyllic pond system. 

Fauna 
Keep your eye out in the grasslands of Snakegrass 
and Mt Puffalo for butterfl ies, like Woodland Blues or 
Wanderers, whizzing above the grasses and native 
wildfl owers, tiny Copper Skinks basking in the sun or 
Red-Rumped Parrots chewing seeds on the ground. 

Down by the creek, you may be lucky enough 
to come across a family of Wood Duck, a Rakali 
(Native Water Rat) hunting for yabbies or Fresh-
Water Mussels, Tawny Frogmouths camoufl aged in 
with tree trunks, tiny birds like Spotted Pardalotes 
or Blue Wrens fl ittering in the scrub or a Tiger 
Snake basking in the sun. Short-Finned Eel can 
be found in deeper pools in the creek and lucky 
visitors will glimpse Kingfi shers throughout the 
summer months. 

Up on the slopes, look for visiting Yellow-Tailed 
Black Cockatoos chewing casuarina cones, roaming 
echidnas, Blue-Tongue Lizards blending in with the 
grass and tiny conical soil pits made from Antlions 
(the larvae of lacewings).

Down by Ivanhoe Wetland or Pobblebonk Pond, 
you’ll be bound to hear some frogs chorusing such 
as the ‘crik-crik-crik’ of the Common Froglet, a 

Cormorant airing or a Nankeen Night Heron hiding 
in the bushes. Striped Skinks await dragonfl ies and 
Little Grebes dive to collect small fi sh. If you look 
carefully, you might see the tail of a Brush-Tailed 
Possum protruding from a nearby nest box.   

Elsewhere in the park’s woodlands, you will see 
(or just hear) Kookaburras, Eastern Rosellas 
and Rainbow Lorikeets nesting in Red Gums, 
Casuarinas, Manna Gums and Bursarias. By the 
duckponds, you are sure to see Chestnut Teal, 
Pacifi c Black Ducks, Coots and Purple Swamphens. 
Please resist feeding them – they’re healthier 
without our food. On rainy wet days, you may 
come across an Eastern Long-Necked Turtle as the 
females emerge from the water to lay their eggs on 
higher ground in such weather. Please leave them 
alone and keep dogs away!

At dusk, a keen eye will spot tiny bats fl itting 
around catching fl ying insects. Incredibly, they eat 
their own body weight in insects in one night! The 
much larger Grey Headed Flying Fox can be seen 
swooping over the area in search of fruit and nectar 
in neighbouring gardens. Unfortunately, unwelcome 
visitors, namely foxes and cats also roam the park 
at night, threatening our native wildlife. 

Flora 
Despite being only 7kms from the CBD, the park features 
a wide variety of indigenous fl ora in an urban bushland 
environment. Volunteers and staff are maintaining the 
integrity of a few small patches of remnant vegetation 
as well as revegetating other areas of the park for 
habitat and to stabilise creek banks from erosion. Many 
historical exotic trees remain such as Black Mulberry, 
Olives, Quince, Peppercorn and Pine Trees. 

In the north of the park, Snakegrass has over 50 
species of indigenous plants, all fl owering at different 
times of the year including Chocolate Lilies and 
Bulbine Lilies. You’ll fi nd several species of spear 
grass and wallaby grasses, Kangaroo Grass, Windmill 
Grass and Silky Bluegrass. In this area, rangers carry 
out mosaic burns in autumn to stimulate grassland 
species. Endangered plant species, Matted Flax-Lily, 
grows throughout the grassland. 

Along the creek, you’ll fi nd River Red Gums and 
Ribbon Barked Manna Gums, clumps of Common 
Tussock Grass, with Bidgee Widgees and Kidney 
Weed covering the ground below them. In winter, the 
blossoms from Silver Wattle and Golden Wattle light 
up the park. These plants not only provide habitat 
for many animals and insects but also stabilise creek 
banks and capture nutrients from the stream. 

In the wetlands and creek, you’ll fi nd a great array 
of aquatic plant species including Water Ribbons, 
Slender Knotweed, Broom Rush and Common 
Nardoo. These help fi lter the water and provide 
hiding spots for water insects, frogs and fi sh.

On the slopes surrounding the creek, thickets of Sticky-
Leafed Hop Bush, Prickly Moses Wattle, Sweet Bursaria 
and Sticky Boobialla hold the soil together and provide 
habitat for small birds. Below them grow several 
species of Saltbushes and hardy Wallaby Grasses.

Discover more
The Darebin Creek Management Committee website is 
a great source of information about Darebin Parklands 
and the Darebin Creek catchment including FAQs, 
education programs and fact sheets on topics including 
frogs, leachate system, geology, vegetation and history. 

Find us online at www.dcmc.org.au

Get in touch

Darebin Creek 
Management Committee

PO Box 5093, 
Alphington 3078

Phone/Fax: 
(Parklands) 
9499 3486 
(Coordination) 
9499 4454

Pay us a visit

Darebin Creek 
Environment Centre

Darebin Parklands
East end of Separation 
Street, Alphington

Train: 
Walk 500m north from 
Alphington Train Station

Bus: 
Bus Route 508, stop 
corner Separation 
and Bennett Streets

Proudly supported by 
Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea 

and Yarra Councils and 
La Trobe University.

This brochure is printed 
on recycled paper.

Geology
Most of Central Victoria, including the Darebin 
catchment, was covered by warm and shallow seas 
some 430 million years ago during the Silurian period. 
During this period, fi ne mud and sand sediments 
were laid down on the sea fl oor. Slowly these ancient 
layers developed into rocks and underground 
pressures pushed them to above present sea levels. 
This sedimentary sandstone and mudstone is 
visible on the Ivanhoe side of the park – their layers 
highlighted with colourful mineral-rich layers and 
harder levels where iron and other minerals have 
accumulated. It’s amazing to imagine these rocks 
as vast marine areas, writhing with primitive lifeforms 
that swam over these ancient sea fl oors. 

In the last 10 million years, right up to 5000 years 
ago, there was extensive volcanic activity across 
Victoria during the Quaternary period. Volcanoes to 
the north of Melbourne around Beveridge were active 
around 800,000 years ago spreading lava across this 
landscape and following old stream beds as far as the 
Yarra River. These lava fl ows formed the basalt rock 
sheets across the western side of the park.

Today, the Darebin Creek has worn a 
path between the ancient sedimentary 
rock and the newer basalt rock, 
winding its way to the Yarra River. 
The basalt found in Darebin Parklands is quite 
dense and was favourable for crushing for road and 
rail construction during Melbourne’s growth in the 
early 1900s.
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European Settlement

In 1837, the area was investigated by Government 
surveyor, Robert Hoddle. He declared the land east 
of the Darebin Creek, Keelbundoora, and to the west, 
Jika Jika – both local Aboriginal names. European 
settlers started arriving around 1838 and used the 
land for dairy farming, grazing and market gardens. 
Mulberry, Olive, Almond and Quince trees planted 
around this time are still present in the park today.

With this settlement came the shattering of the 
ancient traditional culture of the land’s Aboriginal 
inhabitants. A historic treaty in 1835, set up by 
John Batman, describes ‘buying’ the land from the 
Wurundjeri for some food and a few blankets. Well-
known Wurundjeri Elder, William Barak, recounts 
this deal as a gross misunderstanding, with elders 
believing that the deal was to access their land only 
temporarily. Over a period of 30 years, disease, 
dislodgement from traditional land, confl icts over 
access to land and livestock, and alcohol use, 
dramatically reduced the Aboriginal population. By 
1860, most of the surviving Woi Wurrung had been 
moved away to mission stations throughout Victoria.

Darebin Parklands is a bushland oasis in the 
middle of urban Melbourne. In this brochure, 
we welcome you to this special place – 
revisiting its rich history, introducing you 
to its present-day custodians and of course, 
encouraging you to wander through the 
park and experience its magic for yourself. 

Flip me over and you’ll fi nd a comprehensive 
Heritage and Nature Trail Guide which takes 
you on a journey through the park’s unique 
fl ora, fauna, geography and historical sites. 
Before we go, a friendly reminder – dogs can 
only run free in the O�  Lead Area (please see 
the map for its location). Let’s get started!

History
Sacred Beginnings 

The Wurundjeri clan of the Woi Wurrung people have 
lived on and cared for this land for tens of thousands 
of years. Part of the East Kulin language area, which 
covers most of Central Victoria, this land provided the 
Woi Wurrung people with shelter, medicine and food. 
Back then, you would have seen rich grassland and 
woodlands plentiful with bush foods such as native 
tubers and grass seed. Kangaroos, emus, wallabies, 
possums and bandicoots provided sources of meat, 
bone for tools and fur and skin for clothing. The rocky 
pools along the creek would have been teeming with 
Short-Finned Eel, fi sh and Long-Necked Turtle as well 
as stems of Kumbungi and Water Ribbons providing 
stable food sources.

Today, many traditional and sacred sites have been 
lost but oral history and culture have survived as have 
many freshwater shell middens, scar-trees, sacred 
trees, stone artefact scatters and burial sites along 
the Darebin and Merri Creeks and the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Oral histories from descendants of the 
Wurundjeri depict stories of the area with a great 
diversity in fauna and prolifi c farming, hunting and 
gathering. Historical papers and diary entries from 
European settlers paint a similarly rich picture with 
Aboriginal inhabitants seasonally visiting swamps 
for eel fi shing, grasslands for harvesting grass seed, 
tending to Murrnong patches or gathering with other 
tribes for ceremonial and trade occasions.  

Quarrying and the Alphington Tip

On the Alphington side of the creek, quarrying of 
basalt began in 1890 and continued until 1965. Once 
quarrying ceased the site became Alphington Tip, 
quickly fi lling the once deep hole with garbage from 
residents and local enterprises. While the tip was 
operational, the surrounding land was used for horse 
agistment and became weed infested and degraded. 

In 1924, the Ivanhoe side of the creek was to be 
purchased as the site of Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School 
but the depression and major fl ooding put a halt to that. 
The site known as Rockbeare Park was subsequently 
purchased by Heidelberg Shire and its natural rugged 
wilderness was used by locals, scout groups, leech 
collectors and picnickers. Eventually Rockbeare Park 
became neglected and overrun with weeds.

The tip closed in 1975 and neighbouring residents 
lobbied local, state and federal governments to 
acquire the land for a public park. After a visit from 
Victorian Premier, Sir Rupert Hamer, it was agreed 
that a dollar-for-dollar contribution from the State 
with Northcote Council would allow the purchase 
of the land for a public park. From that point on, 
signifi cant restoration and revegetation works have 
been undertaken by volunteers and park rangers.

Reconciliation and Rejuvenation 

Despite dislodgement from traditional land due to 
European settlement, Aboriginal connection to this 
land continues today. The Wurundjeri people maintain 
the rights to their remaining sacred places and are once 
again recognised as the custodians of the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Local land managers rely on their 
services for cultural consultation, fi re management, 
archaeological site understanding and ecological 
knowledge – working collaboratively to preserve the park 
for generations to come. The Spiritual Healing Trail at 
Darebin Parklands is a gift from the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community as a gesture of reconciliation.

Darebin Creek Management Committee 
and Environment Centre

The Darebin Creek Management Committee (DCMC) 
was formed in 2001 by amalgamating the Darebin 
Creek Co-ordination Committee and the Darebin 
Parklands Committee of Management. These two 
committees had been operating since their inception 
in 1984 and 1978 respectively. The Committee share a 
common interest in improving the Darebin Creek and 
its adjoining open space.

The DCMC consists of representatives of the local 
government areas the Darebin Creek fl ows through, 
being Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea and Yarra Councils 
as well as La Trobe University. 
A division of the DCMC manages the Darebin 
Parklands due to its unique history as a former 
landfi ll site, which requires specialised management.

The Darebin Creek Environment Centre is located at 
the Separation Street main entrance where DCMC 
staff are based. The Environment Centre is the hub 
of environmental education for the Darebin Creek 
catchment, where pre-school to tertiary students, 
along with community groups 
and individuals, can utilise the skills of staff and 
facilities on offer.

Darebin Parklands 
Association 
Founded in 1973, the Darebin Parklands Association 
(DPA) was instrumental in establishing the Darebin 
Parklands. Today, the DPA and the DCMC collaborate 
to protect and improve the bushland character of the 
park, maintaining it as a wildlife haven and place to 
appreciate nature. 

The DPA offers a wide range of opportunities for 
the community to learn more and contribute to 
the revegetation of the park, including planting 
and weeding days, Clean-up Australia events and 
information evenings. It also provides a Junior Ranger 
program which encourages kids and their parents 
to participate through activities such as Wildlife 
Spotlighting, Nest Box Making and Catch-a-Carp Day.  

Web: www.dpa.org.au
Facebook: Darebin Parklands Association 

Also see Friends of Darebin Creek for catchment 
related information including guest speakers and 
monthly community activities such as planting and 
weeding along the Darebin Creek. 

Web: www.friendsofdarebincreek.org.au
Facebook: Friends of Darebin Creek

The Park Today 
Located just 7kms from the city, Darebin Parklands 
today is rich with wildlife and has many walking tracks, 
bike paths and places to relax and take in the natural 
bushland setting. Since 1978, various committees of 
management with support of Darebin and Banyule 
Councils have employed rangers to manage the 
Darebin Parklands. 

Clues of the park’s mixed history can be discovered 
while exploring the park. Small remnants of 
indigenous vegetation and natural rock features 
jutting out of the creek sit beside Olive groves and 
wizened Mulberry trees. The quarry wall makes a 
beautiful amphitheatre and the water treatment 
ponds, pumped from groundwater running through 
the old tip site, provide an idyllic pond system. 

Fauna 
Keep your eye out in the grasslands of Snakegrass 
and Mt Puffalo for butterfl ies, like Woodland Blues or 
Wanderers, whizzing above the grasses and native 
wildfl owers, tiny Copper Skinks basking in the sun or 
Red-Rumped Parrots chewing seeds on the ground. 

Down by the creek, you may be lucky enough 
to come across a family of Wood Duck, a Rakali 
(Native Water Rat) hunting for yabbies or Fresh-
Water Mussels, Tawny Frogmouths camoufl aged in 
with tree trunks, tiny birds like Spotted Pardalotes 
or Blue Wrens fl ittering in the scrub or a Tiger 
Snake basking in the sun. Short-Finned Eel can 
be found in deeper pools in the creek and lucky 
visitors will glimpse Kingfi shers throughout the 
summer months. 

Up on the slopes, look for visiting Yellow-Tailed 
Black Cockatoos chewing casuarina cones, roaming 
echidnas, Blue-Tongue Lizards blending in with the 
grass and tiny conical soil pits made from Antlions 
(the larvae of lacewings).

Down by Ivanhoe Wetland or Pobblebonk Pond, 
you’ll be bound to hear some frogs chorusing such 
as the ‘crik-crik-crik’ of the Common Froglet, a 

Cormorant airing or a Nankeen Night Heron hiding 
in the bushes. Striped Skinks await dragonfl ies and 
Little Grebes dive to collect small fi sh. If you look 
carefully, you might see the tail of a Brush-Tailed 
Possum protruding from a nearby nest box.   

Elsewhere in the park’s woodlands, you will see 
(or just hear) Kookaburras, Eastern Rosellas 
and Rainbow Lorikeets nesting in Red Gums, 
Casuarinas, Manna Gums and Bursarias. By the 
duckponds, you are sure to see Chestnut Teal, 
Pacifi c Black Ducks, Coots and Purple Swamphens. 
Please resist feeding them – they’re healthier 
without our food. On rainy wet days, you may 
come across an Eastern Long-Necked Turtle as the 
females emerge from the water to lay their eggs on 
higher ground in such weather. Please leave them 
alone and keep dogs away!

At dusk, a keen eye will spot tiny bats fl itting 
around catching fl ying insects. Incredibly, they eat 
their own body weight in insects in one night! The 
much larger Grey Headed Flying Fox can be seen 
swooping over the area in search of fruit and nectar 
in neighbouring gardens. Unfortunately, unwelcome 
visitors, namely foxes and cats also roam the park 
at night, threatening our native wildlife. 

Flora 
Despite being only 7kms from the CBD, the park features 
a wide variety of indigenous fl ora in an urban bushland 
environment. Volunteers and staff are maintaining the 
integrity of a few small patches of remnant vegetation 
as well as revegetating other areas of the park for 
habitat and to stabilise creek banks from erosion. Many 
historical exotic trees remain such as Black Mulberry, 
Olives, Quince, Peppercorn and Pine Trees. 

In the north of the park, Snakegrass has over 50 
species of indigenous plants, all fl owering at different 
times of the year including Chocolate Lilies and 
Bulbine Lilies. You’ll fi nd several species of spear 
grass and wallaby grasses, Kangaroo Grass, Windmill 
Grass and Silky Bluegrass. In this area, rangers carry 
out mosaic burns in autumn to stimulate grassland 
species. Endangered plant species, Matted Flax-Lily, 
grows throughout the grassland. 

Along the creek, you’ll fi nd River Red Gums and 
Ribbon Barked Manna Gums, clumps of Common 
Tussock Grass, with Bidgee Widgees and Kidney 
Weed covering the ground below them. In winter, the 
blossoms from Silver Wattle and Golden Wattle light 
up the park. These plants not only provide habitat 
for many animals and insects but also stabilise creek 
banks and capture nutrients from the stream. 

In the wetlands and creek, you’ll fi nd a great array 
of aquatic plant species including Water Ribbons, 
Slender Knotweed, Broom Rush and Common 
Nardoo. These help fi lter the water and provide 
hiding spots for water insects, frogs and fi sh.

On the slopes surrounding the creek, thickets of Sticky-
Leafed Hop Bush, Prickly Moses Wattle, Sweet Bursaria 
and Sticky Boobialla hold the soil together and provide 
habitat for small birds. Below them grow several 
species of Saltbushes and hardy Wallaby Grasses.

Discover more
The Darebin Creek Management Committee website is 
a great source of information about Darebin Parklands 
and the Darebin Creek catchment including FAQs, 
education programs and fact sheets on topics including 
frogs, leachate system, geology, vegetation and history. 

Find us online at www.dcmc.org.au

Get in touch

Darebin Creek 
Management Committee

PO Box 5093, 
Alphington 3078

Phone/Fax: 
(Parklands) 
9499 3486 
(Coordination) 
9499 4454

Pay us a visit

Darebin Creek 
Environment Centre

Darebin Parklands
East end of Separation 
Street, Alphington

Train: 
Walk 500m north from 
Alphington Train Station

Bus: 
Bus Route 508, stop 
corner Separation 
and Bennett Streets

Proudly supported by 
Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea 

and Yarra Councils and 
La Trobe University.

This brochure is printed 
on recycled paper.

Geology
Most of Central Victoria, including the Darebin 
catchment, was covered by warm and shallow seas 
some 430 million years ago during the Silurian period. 
During this period, fi ne mud and sand sediments 
were laid down on the sea fl oor. Slowly these ancient 
layers developed into rocks and underground 
pressures pushed them to above present sea levels. 
This sedimentary sandstone and mudstone is 
visible on the Ivanhoe side of the park – their layers 
highlighted with colourful mineral-rich layers and 
harder levels where iron and other minerals have 
accumulated. It’s amazing to imagine these rocks 
as vast marine areas, writhing with primitive lifeforms 
that swam over these ancient sea fl oors. 

In the last 10 million years, right up to 5000 years 
ago, there was extensive volcanic activity across 
Victoria during the Quaternary period. Volcanoes to 
the north of Melbourne around Beveridge were active 
around 800,000 years ago spreading lava across this 
landscape and following old stream beds as far as the 
Yarra River. These lava fl ows formed the basalt rock 
sheets across the western side of the park.

Today, the Darebin Creek has worn a 
path between the ancient sedimentary 
rock and the newer basalt rock, 
winding its way to the Yarra River. 
The basalt found in Darebin Parklands is quite 
dense and was favourable for crushing for road and 
rail construction during Melbourne’s growth in the 
early 1900s.
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European Settlement

In 1837, the area was investigated by Government 
surveyor, Robert Hoddle. He declared the land east 
of the Darebin Creek, Keelbundoora, and to the west, 
Jika Jika – both local Aboriginal names. European 
settlers started arriving around 1838 and used the 
land for dairy farming, grazing and market gardens. 
Mulberry, Olive, Almond and Quince trees planted 
around this time are still present in the park today.

With this settlement came the shattering of the 
ancient traditional culture of the land’s Aboriginal 
inhabitants. A historic treaty in 1835, set up by 
John Batman, describes ‘buying’ the land from the 
Wurundjeri for some food and a few blankets. Well-
known Wurundjeri Elder, William Barak, recounts 
this deal as a gross misunderstanding, with elders 
believing that the deal was to access their land only 
temporarily. Over a period of 30 years, disease, 
dislodgement from traditional land, confl icts over 
access to land and livestock, and alcohol use, 
dramatically reduced the Aboriginal population. By 
1860, most of the surviving Woi Wurrung had been 
moved away to mission stations throughout Victoria.

Darebin Parklands is a bushland oasis in the 
middle of urban Melbourne. In this brochure, 
we welcome you to this special place – 
revisiting its rich history, introducing you 
to its present-day custodians and of course, 
encouraging you to wander through the 
park and experience its magic for yourself. 

Flip me over and you’ll fi nd a comprehensive 
Heritage and Nature Trail Guide which takes 
you on a journey through the park’s unique 
fl ora, fauna, geography and historical sites. 
Before we go, a friendly reminder – dogs can 
only run free in the O�  Lead Area (please see 
the map for its location). Let’s get started!

History
Sacred Beginnings 

The Wurundjeri clan of the Woi Wurrung people have 
lived on and cared for this land for tens of thousands 
of years. Part of the East Kulin language area, which 
covers most of Central Victoria, this land provided the 
Woi Wurrung people with shelter, medicine and food. 
Back then, you would have seen rich grassland and 
woodlands plentiful with bush foods such as native 
tubers and grass seed. Kangaroos, emus, wallabies, 
possums and bandicoots provided sources of meat, 
bone for tools and fur and skin for clothing. The rocky 
pools along the creek would have been teeming with 
Short-Finned Eel, fi sh and Long-Necked Turtle as well 
as stems of Kumbungi and Water Ribbons providing 
stable food sources.

Today, many traditional and sacred sites have been 
lost but oral history and culture have survived as have 
many freshwater shell middens, scar-trees, sacred 
trees, stone artefact scatters and burial sites along 
the Darebin and Merri Creeks and the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Oral histories from descendants of the 
Wurundjeri depict stories of the area with a great 
diversity in fauna and prolifi c farming, hunting and 
gathering. Historical papers and diary entries from 
European settlers paint a similarly rich picture with 
Aboriginal inhabitants seasonally visiting swamps 
for eel fi shing, grasslands for harvesting grass seed, 
tending to Murrnong patches or gathering with other 
tribes for ceremonial and trade occasions.  

Quarrying and the Alphington Tip

On the Alphington side of the creek, quarrying of 
basalt began in 1890 and continued until 1965. Once 
quarrying ceased the site became Alphington Tip, 
quickly fi lling the once deep hole with garbage from 
residents and local enterprises. While the tip was 
operational, the surrounding land was used for horse 
agistment and became weed infested and degraded. 

In 1924, the Ivanhoe side of the creek was to be 
purchased as the site of Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School 
but the depression and major fl ooding put a halt to that. 
The site known as Rockbeare Park was subsequently 
purchased by Heidelberg Shire and its natural rugged 
wilderness was used by locals, scout groups, leech 
collectors and picnickers. Eventually Rockbeare Park 
became neglected and overrun with weeds.

The tip closed in 1975 and neighbouring residents 
lobbied local, state and federal governments to 
acquire the land for a public park. After a visit from 
Victorian Premier, Sir Rupert Hamer, it was agreed 
that a dollar-for-dollar contribution from the State 
with Northcote Council would allow the purchase 
of the land for a public park. From that point on, 
signifi cant restoration and revegetation works have 
been undertaken by volunteers and park rangers.

Reconciliation and Rejuvenation 

Despite dislodgement from traditional land due to 
European settlement, Aboriginal connection to this 
land continues today. The Wurundjeri people maintain 
the rights to their remaining sacred places and are once 
again recognised as the custodians of the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Local land managers rely on their 
services for cultural consultation, fi re management, 
archaeological site understanding and ecological 
knowledge – working collaboratively to preserve the park 
for generations to come. The Spiritual Healing Trail at 
Darebin Parklands is a gift from the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community as a gesture of reconciliation.

Darebin Creek Management Committee 
and Environment Centre

The Darebin Creek Management Committee (DCMC) 
was formed in 2001 by amalgamating the Darebin 
Creek Co-ordination Committee and the Darebin 
Parklands Committee of Management. These two 
committees had been operating since their inception 
in 1984 and 1978 respectively. The Committee share a 
common interest in improving the Darebin Creek and 
its adjoining open space.

The DCMC consists of representatives of the local 
government areas the Darebin Creek fl ows through, 
being Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea and Yarra Councils 
as well as La Trobe University. 
A division of the DCMC manages the Darebin 
Parklands due to its unique history as a former 
landfi ll site, which requires specialised management.

The Darebin Creek Environment Centre is located at 
the Separation Street main entrance where DCMC 
staff are based. The Environment Centre is the hub 
of environmental education for the Darebin Creek 
catchment, where pre-school to tertiary students, 
along with community groups 
and individuals, can utilise the skills of staff and 
facilities on offer.

Darebin Parklands 
Association 
Founded in 1973, the Darebin Parklands Association 
(DPA) was instrumental in establishing the Darebin 
Parklands. Today, the DPA and the DCMC collaborate 
to protect and improve the bushland character of the 
park, maintaining it as a wildlife haven and place to 
appreciate nature. 

The DPA offers a wide range of opportunities for 
the community to learn more and contribute to 
the revegetation of the park, including planting 
and weeding days, Clean-up Australia events and 
information evenings. It also provides a Junior Ranger 
program which encourages kids and their parents 
to participate through activities such as Wildlife 
Spotlighting, Nest Box Making and Catch-a-Carp Day.  

Web: www.dpa.org.au
Facebook: Darebin Parklands Association 

Also see Friends of Darebin Creek for catchment 
related information including guest speakers and 
monthly community activities such as planting and 
weeding along the Darebin Creek. 

Web: www.friendsofdarebincreek.org.au
Facebook: Friends of Darebin Creek

The Park Today 
Located just 7kms from the city, Darebin Parklands 
today is rich with wildlife and has many walking tracks, 
bike paths and places to relax and take in the natural 
bushland setting. Since 1978, various committees of 
management with support of Darebin and Banyule 
Councils have employed rangers to manage the 
Darebin Parklands. 

Clues of the park’s mixed history can be discovered 
while exploring the park. Small remnants of 
indigenous vegetation and natural rock features 
jutting out of the creek sit beside Olive groves and 
wizened Mulberry trees. The quarry wall makes a 
beautiful amphitheatre and the water treatment 
ponds, pumped from groundwater running through 
the old tip site, provide an idyllic pond system. 

Fauna 
Keep your eye out in the grasslands of Snakegrass 
and Mt Puffalo for butterfl ies, like Woodland Blues or 
Wanderers, whizzing above the grasses and native 
wildfl owers, tiny Copper Skinks basking in the sun or 
Red-Rumped Parrots chewing seeds on the ground. 

Down by the creek, you may be lucky enough 
to come across a family of Wood Duck, a Rakali 
(Native Water Rat) hunting for yabbies or Fresh-
Water Mussels, Tawny Frogmouths camoufl aged in 
with tree trunks, tiny birds like Spotted Pardalotes 
or Blue Wrens fl ittering in the scrub or a Tiger 
Snake basking in the sun. Short-Finned Eel can 
be found in deeper pools in the creek and lucky 
visitors will glimpse Kingfi shers throughout the 
summer months. 

Up on the slopes, look for visiting Yellow-Tailed 
Black Cockatoos chewing casuarina cones, roaming 
echidnas, Blue-Tongue Lizards blending in with the 
grass and tiny conical soil pits made from Antlions 
(the larvae of lacewings).

Down by Ivanhoe Wetland or Pobblebonk Pond, 
you’ll be bound to hear some frogs chorusing such 
as the ‘crik-crik-crik’ of the Common Froglet, a 

Cormorant airing or a Nankeen Night Heron hiding 
in the bushes. Striped Skinks await dragonfl ies and 
Little Grebes dive to collect small fi sh. If you look 
carefully, you might see the tail of a Brush-Tailed 
Possum protruding from a nearby nest box.   

Elsewhere in the park’s woodlands, you will see 
(or just hear) Kookaburras, Eastern Rosellas 
and Rainbow Lorikeets nesting in Red Gums, 
Casuarinas, Manna Gums and Bursarias. By the 
duckponds, you are sure to see Chestnut Teal, 
Pacifi c Black Ducks, Coots and Purple Swamphens. 
Please resist feeding them – they’re healthier 
without our food. On rainy wet days, you may 
come across an Eastern Long-Necked Turtle as the 
females emerge from the water to lay their eggs on 
higher ground in such weather. Please leave them 
alone and keep dogs away!

At dusk, a keen eye will spot tiny bats fl itting 
around catching fl ying insects. Incredibly, they eat 
their own body weight in insects in one night! The 
much larger Grey Headed Flying Fox can be seen 
swooping over the area in search of fruit and nectar 
in neighbouring gardens. Unfortunately, unwelcome 
visitors, namely foxes and cats also roam the park 
at night, threatening our native wildlife. 

Flora 
Despite being only 7kms from the CBD, the park features 
a wide variety of indigenous fl ora in an urban bushland 
environment. Volunteers and staff are maintaining the 
integrity of a few small patches of remnant vegetation 
as well as revegetating other areas of the park for 
habitat and to stabilise creek banks from erosion. Many 
historical exotic trees remain such as Black Mulberry, 
Olives, Quince, Peppercorn and Pine Trees. 

In the north of the park, Snakegrass has over 50 
species of indigenous plants, all fl owering at different 
times of the year including Chocolate Lilies and 
Bulbine Lilies. You’ll fi nd several species of spear 
grass and wallaby grasses, Kangaroo Grass, Windmill 
Grass and Silky Bluegrass. In this area, rangers carry 
out mosaic burns in autumn to stimulate grassland 
species. Endangered plant species, Matted Flax-Lily, 
grows throughout the grassland. 

Along the creek, you’ll fi nd River Red Gums and 
Ribbon Barked Manna Gums, clumps of Common 
Tussock Grass, with Bidgee Widgees and Kidney 
Weed covering the ground below them. In winter, the 
blossoms from Silver Wattle and Golden Wattle light 
up the park. These plants not only provide habitat 
for many animals and insects but also stabilise creek 
banks and capture nutrients from the stream. 

In the wetlands and creek, you’ll fi nd a great array 
of aquatic plant species including Water Ribbons, 
Slender Knotweed, Broom Rush and Common 
Nardoo. These help fi lter the water and provide 
hiding spots for water insects, frogs and fi sh.

On the slopes surrounding the creek, thickets of Sticky-
Leafed Hop Bush, Prickly Moses Wattle, Sweet Bursaria 
and Sticky Boobialla hold the soil together and provide 
habitat for small birds. Below them grow several 
species of Saltbushes and hardy Wallaby Grasses.

Discover more
The Darebin Creek Management Committee website is 
a great source of information about Darebin Parklands 
and the Darebin Creek catchment including FAQs, 
education programs and fact sheets on topics including 
frogs, leachate system, geology, vegetation and history. 

Find us online at www.dcmc.org.au

Get in touch

Darebin Creek 
Management Committee

PO Box 5093, 
Alphington 3078

Phone/Fax: 
(Parklands) 
9499 3486 
(Coordination) 
9499 4454

Pay us a visit

Darebin Creek 
Environment Centre

Darebin Parklands
East end of Separation 
Street, Alphington

Train: 
Walk 500m north from 
Alphington Train Station

Bus: 
Bus Route 508, stop 
corner Separation 
and Bennett Streets

Proudly supported by 
Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea 

and Yarra Councils and 
La Trobe University.

This brochure is printed 
on recycled paper.

Geology
Most of Central Victoria, including the Darebin 
catchment, was covered by warm and shallow seas 
some 430 million years ago during the Silurian period. 
During this period, fi ne mud and sand sediments 
were laid down on the sea fl oor. Slowly these ancient 
layers developed into rocks and underground 
pressures pushed them to above present sea levels. 
This sedimentary sandstone and mudstone is 
visible on the Ivanhoe side of the park – their layers 
highlighted with colourful mineral-rich layers and 
harder levels where iron and other minerals have 
accumulated. It’s amazing to imagine these rocks 
as vast marine areas, writhing with primitive lifeforms 
that swam over these ancient sea fl oors. 

In the last 10 million years, right up to 5000 years 
ago, there was extensive volcanic activity across 
Victoria during the Quaternary period. Volcanoes to 
the north of Melbourne around Beveridge were active 
around 800,000 years ago spreading lava across this 
landscape and following old stream beds as far as the 
Yarra River. These lava fl ows formed the basalt rock 
sheets across the western side of the park.

Today, the Darebin Creek has worn a 
path between the ancient sedimentary 
rock and the newer basalt rock, 
winding its way to the Yarra River. 
The basalt found in Darebin Parklands is quite 
dense and was favourable for crushing for road and 
rail construction during Melbourne’s growth in the 
early 1900s.
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European Settlement

In 1837, the area was investigated by Government 
surveyor, Robert Hoddle. He declared the land east 
of the Darebin Creek, Keelbundoora, and to the west, 
Jika Jika – both local Aboriginal names. European 
settlers started arriving around 1838 and used the 
land for dairy farming, grazing and market gardens. 
Mulberry, Olive, Almond and Quince trees planted 
around this time are still present in the park today.

With this settlement came the shattering of the 
ancient traditional culture of the land’s Aboriginal 
inhabitants. A historic treaty in 1835, set up by 
John Batman, describes ‘buying’ the land from the 
Wurundjeri for some food and a few blankets. Well-
known Wurundjeri Elder, William Barak, recounts 
this deal as a gross misunderstanding, with elders 
believing that the deal was to access their land only 
temporarily. Over a period of 30 years, disease, 
dislodgement from traditional land, confl icts over 
access to land and livestock, and alcohol use, 
dramatically reduced the Aboriginal population. By 
1860, most of the surviving Woi Wurrung had been 
moved away to mission stations throughout Victoria.

Darebin Parklands is a bushland oasis in the 
middle of urban Melbourne. In this brochure, 
we welcome you to this special place – 
revisiting its rich history, introducing you 
to its present-day custodians and of course, 
encouraging you to wander through the 
park and experience its magic for yourself. 

Flip me over and you’ll fi nd a comprehensive 
Heritage and Nature Trail Guide which takes 
you on a journey through the park’s unique 
fl ora, fauna, geography and historical sites. 
Before we go, a friendly reminder – dogs can 
only run free in the O�  Lead Area (please see 
the map for its location). Let’s get started!

History
Sacred Beginnings 

The Wurundjeri clan of the Woi Wurrung people have 
lived on and cared for this land for tens of thousands 
of years. Part of the East Kulin language area, which 
covers most of Central Victoria, this land provided the 
Woi Wurrung people with shelter, medicine and food. 
Back then, you would have seen rich grassland and 
woodlands plentiful with bush foods such as native 
tubers and grass seed. Kangaroos, emus, wallabies, 
possums and bandicoots provided sources of meat, 
bone for tools and fur and skin for clothing. The rocky 
pools along the creek would have been teeming with 
Short-Finned Eel, fi sh and Long-Necked Turtle as well 
as stems of Kumbungi and Water Ribbons providing 
stable food sources.

Today, many traditional and sacred sites have been 
lost but oral history and culture have survived as have 
many freshwater shell middens, scar-trees, sacred 
trees, stone artefact scatters and burial sites along 
the Darebin and Merri Creeks and the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Oral histories from descendants of the 
Wurundjeri depict stories of the area with a great 
diversity in fauna and prolifi c farming, hunting and 
gathering. Historical papers and diary entries from 
European settlers paint a similarly rich picture with 
Aboriginal inhabitants seasonally visiting swamps 
for eel fi shing, grasslands for harvesting grass seed, 
tending to Murrnong patches or gathering with other 
tribes for ceremonial and trade occasions.  

Quarrying and the Alphington Tip

On the Alphington side of the creek, quarrying of 
basalt began in 1890 and continued until 1965. Once 
quarrying ceased the site became Alphington Tip, 
quickly fi lling the once deep hole with garbage from 
residents and local enterprises. While the tip was 
operational, the surrounding land was used for horse 
agistment and became weed infested and degraded. 

In 1924, the Ivanhoe side of the creek was to be 
purchased as the site of Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School 
but the depression and major fl ooding put a halt to that. 
The site known as Rockbeare Park was subsequently 
purchased by Heidelberg Shire and its natural rugged 
wilderness was used by locals, scout groups, leech 
collectors and picnickers. Eventually Rockbeare Park 
became neglected and overrun with weeds.

The tip closed in 1975 and neighbouring residents 
lobbied local, state and federal governments to 
acquire the land for a public park. After a visit from 
Victorian Premier, Sir Rupert Hamer, it was agreed 
that a dollar-for-dollar contribution from the State 
with Northcote Council would allow the purchase 
of the land for a public park. From that point on, 
signifi cant restoration and revegetation works have 
been undertaken by volunteers and park rangers.

Reconciliation and Rejuvenation 

Despite dislodgement from traditional land due to 
European settlement, Aboriginal connection to this 
land continues today. The Wurundjeri people maintain 
the rights to their remaining sacred places and are once 
again recognised as the custodians of the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Local land managers rely on their 
services for cultural consultation, fi re management, 
archaeological site understanding and ecological 
knowledge – working collaboratively to preserve the park 
for generations to come. The Spiritual Healing Trail at 
Darebin Parklands is a gift from the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community as a gesture of reconciliation.

Darebin Creek Management Committee 
and Environment Centre

The Darebin Creek Management Committee (DCMC) 
was formed in 2001 by amalgamating the Darebin 
Creek Co-ordination Committee and the Darebin 
Parklands Committee of Management. These two 
committees had been operating since their inception 
in 1984 and 1978 respectively. The Committee share a 
common interest in improving the Darebin Creek and 
its adjoining open space.

The DCMC consists of representatives of the local 
government areas the Darebin Creek fl ows through, 
being Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea and Yarra Councils 
as well as La Trobe University. 
A division of the DCMC manages the Darebin 
Parklands due to its unique history as a former 
landfi ll site, which requires specialised management.

The Darebin Creek Environment Centre is located at 
the Separation Street main entrance where DCMC 
staff are based. The Environment Centre is the hub 
of environmental education for the Darebin Creek 
catchment, where pre-school to tertiary students, 
along with community groups 
and individuals, can utilise the skills of staff and 
facilities on offer.

Darebin Parklands 
Association 
Founded in 1973, the Darebin Parklands Association 
(DPA) was instrumental in establishing the Darebin 
Parklands. Today, the DPA and the DCMC collaborate 
to protect and improve the bushland character of the 
park, maintaining it as a wildlife haven and place to 
appreciate nature. 

The DPA offers a wide range of opportunities for 
the community to learn more and contribute to 
the revegetation of the park, including planting 
and weeding days, Clean-up Australia events and 
information evenings. It also provides a Junior Ranger 
program which encourages kids and their parents 
to participate through activities such as Wildlife 
Spotlighting, Nest Box Making and Catch-a-Carp Day.  

Web: www.dpa.org.au
Facebook: Darebin Parklands Association 

Also see Friends of Darebin Creek for catchment 
related information including guest speakers and 
monthly community activities such as planting and 
weeding along the Darebin Creek. 

Web: www.friendsofdarebincreek.org.au
Facebook: Friends of Darebin Creek

The Park Today 
Located just 7kms from the city, Darebin Parklands 
today is rich with wildlife and has many walking tracks, 
bike paths and places to relax and take in the natural 
bushland setting. Since 1978, various committees of 
management with support of Darebin and Banyule 
Councils have employed rangers to manage the 
Darebin Parklands. 

Clues of the park’s mixed history can be discovered 
while exploring the park. Small remnants of 
indigenous vegetation and natural rock features 
jutting out of the creek sit beside Olive groves and 
wizened Mulberry trees. The quarry wall makes a 
beautiful amphitheatre and the water treatment 
ponds, pumped from groundwater running through 
the old tip site, provide an idyllic pond system. 

Fauna 
Keep your eye out in the grasslands of Snakegrass 
and Mt Puffalo for butterfl ies, like Woodland Blues or 
Wanderers, whizzing above the grasses and native 
wildfl owers, tiny Copper Skinks basking in the sun or 
Red-Rumped Parrots chewing seeds on the ground. 

Down by the creek, you may be lucky enough 
to come across a family of Wood Duck, a Rakali 
(Native Water Rat) hunting for yabbies or Fresh-
Water Mussels, Tawny Frogmouths camoufl aged in 
with tree trunks, tiny birds like Spotted Pardalotes 
or Blue Wrens fl ittering in the scrub or a Tiger 
Snake basking in the sun. Short-Finned Eel can 
be found in deeper pools in the creek and lucky 
visitors will glimpse Kingfi shers throughout the 
summer months. 

Up on the slopes, look for visiting Yellow-Tailed 
Black Cockatoos chewing casuarina cones, roaming 
echidnas, Blue-Tongue Lizards blending in with the 
grass and tiny conical soil pits made from Antlions 
(the larvae of lacewings).

Down by Ivanhoe Wetland or Pobblebonk Pond, 
you’ll be bound to hear some frogs chorusing such 
as the ‘crik-crik-crik’ of the Common Froglet, a 

Cormorant airing or a Nankeen Night Heron hiding 
in the bushes. Striped Skinks await dragonfl ies and 
Little Grebes dive to collect small fi sh. If you look 
carefully, you might see the tail of a Brush-Tailed 
Possum protruding from a nearby nest box.   

Elsewhere in the park’s woodlands, you will see 
(or just hear) Kookaburras, Eastern Rosellas 
and Rainbow Lorikeets nesting in Red Gums, 
Casuarinas, Manna Gums and Bursarias. By the 
duckponds, you are sure to see Chestnut Teal, 
Pacifi c Black Ducks, Coots and Purple Swamphens. 
Please resist feeding them – they’re healthier 
without our food. On rainy wet days, you may 
come across an Eastern Long-Necked Turtle as the 
females emerge from the water to lay their eggs on 
higher ground in such weather. Please leave them 
alone and keep dogs away!

At dusk, a keen eye will spot tiny bats fl itting 
around catching fl ying insects. Incredibly, they eat 
their own body weight in insects in one night! The 
much larger Grey Headed Flying Fox can be seen 
swooping over the area in search of fruit and nectar 
in neighbouring gardens. Unfortunately, unwelcome 
visitors, namely foxes and cats also roam the park 
at night, threatening our native wildlife. 

Flora 
Despite being only 7kms from the CBD, the park features 
a wide variety of indigenous fl ora in an urban bushland 
environment. Volunteers and staff are maintaining the 
integrity of a few small patches of remnant vegetation 
as well as revegetating other areas of the park for 
habitat and to stabilise creek banks from erosion. Many 
historical exotic trees remain such as Black Mulberry, 
Olives, Quince, Peppercorn and Pine Trees. 

In the north of the park, Snakegrass has over 50 
species of indigenous plants, all fl owering at different 
times of the year including Chocolate Lilies and 
Bulbine Lilies. You’ll fi nd several species of spear 
grass and wallaby grasses, Kangaroo Grass, Windmill 
Grass and Silky Bluegrass. In this area, rangers carry 
out mosaic burns in autumn to stimulate grassland 
species. Endangered plant species, Matted Flax-Lily, 
grows throughout the grassland. 

Along the creek, you’ll fi nd River Red Gums and 
Ribbon Barked Manna Gums, clumps of Common 
Tussock Grass, with Bidgee Widgees and Kidney 
Weed covering the ground below them. In winter, the 
blossoms from Silver Wattle and Golden Wattle light 
up the park. These plants not only provide habitat 
for many animals and insects but also stabilise creek 
banks and capture nutrients from the stream. 

In the wetlands and creek, you’ll fi nd a great array 
of aquatic plant species including Water Ribbons, 
Slender Knotweed, Broom Rush and Common 
Nardoo. These help fi lter the water and provide 
hiding spots for water insects, frogs and fi sh.

On the slopes surrounding the creek, thickets of Sticky-
Leafed Hop Bush, Prickly Moses Wattle, Sweet Bursaria 
and Sticky Boobialla hold the soil together and provide 
habitat for small birds. Below them grow several 
species of Saltbushes and hardy Wallaby Grasses.

Discover more
The Darebin Creek Management Committee website is 
a great source of information about Darebin Parklands 
and the Darebin Creek catchment including FAQs, 
education programs and fact sheets on topics including 
frogs, leachate system, geology, vegetation and history. 

Find us online at www.dcmc.org.au
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Geology
Most of Central Victoria, including the Darebin 
catchment, was covered by warm and shallow seas 
some 430 million years ago during the Silurian period. 
During this period, fi ne mud and sand sediments 
were laid down on the sea fl oor. Slowly these ancient 
layers developed into rocks and underground 
pressures pushed them to above present sea levels. 
This sedimentary sandstone and mudstone is 
visible on the Ivanhoe side of the park – their layers 
highlighted with colourful mineral-rich layers and 
harder levels where iron and other minerals have 
accumulated. It’s amazing to imagine these rocks 
as vast marine areas, writhing with primitive lifeforms 
that swam over these ancient sea fl oors. 

In the last 10 million years, right up to 5000 years 
ago, there was extensive volcanic activity across 
Victoria during the Quaternary period. Volcanoes to 
the north of Melbourne around Beveridge were active 
around 800,000 years ago spreading lava across this 
landscape and following old stream beds as far as the 
Yarra River. These lava fl ows formed the basalt rock 
sheets across the western side of the park.

Today, the Darebin Creek has worn a 
path between the ancient sedimentary 
rock and the newer basalt rock, 
winding its way to the Yarra River. 
The basalt found in Darebin Parklands is quite 
dense and was favourable for crushing for road and 
rail construction during Melbourne’s growth in the 
early 1900s.
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European Settlement

In 1837, the area was investigated by Government 
surveyor, Robert Hoddle. He declared the land east 
of the Darebin Creek, Keelbundoora, and to the west, 
Jika Jika – both local Aboriginal names. European 
settlers started arriving around 1838 and used the 
land for dairy farming, grazing and market gardens. 
Mulberry, Olive, Almond and Quince trees planted 
around this time are still present in the park today.

With this settlement came the shattering of the 
ancient traditional culture of the land’s Aboriginal 
inhabitants. A historic treaty in 1835, set up by 
John Batman, describes ‘buying’ the land from the 
Wurundjeri for some food and a few blankets. Well-
known Wurundjeri Elder, William Barak, recounts 
this deal as a gross misunderstanding, with elders 
believing that the deal was to access their land only 
temporarily. Over a period of 30 years, disease, 
dislodgement from traditional land, confl icts over 
access to land and livestock, and alcohol use, 
dramatically reduced the Aboriginal population. By 
1860, most of the surviving Woi Wurrung had been 
moved away to mission stations throughout Victoria.

Darebin Parklands is a bushland oasis in the 
middle of urban Melbourne. In this brochure, 
we welcome you to this special place – 
revisiting its rich history, introducing you 
to its present-day custodians and of course, 
encouraging you to wander through the 
park and experience its magic for yourself. 

Flip me over and you’ll fi nd a comprehensive 
Heritage and Nature Trail Guide which takes 
you on a journey through the park’s unique 
fl ora, fauna, geography and historical sites. 
Before we go, a friendly reminder – dogs can 
only run free in the O�  Lead Area (please see 
the map for its location). Let’s get started!

History
Sacred Beginnings 

The Wurundjeri clan of the Woi Wurrung people have 
lived on and cared for this land for tens of thousands 
of years. Part of the East Kulin language area, which 
covers most of Central Victoria, this land provided the 
Woi Wurrung people with shelter, medicine and food. 
Back then, you would have seen rich grassland and 
woodlands plentiful with bush foods such as native 
tubers and grass seed. Kangaroos, emus, wallabies, 
possums and bandicoots provided sources of meat, 
bone for tools and fur and skin for clothing. The rocky 
pools along the creek would have been teeming with 
Short-Finned Eel, fi sh and Long-Necked Turtle as well 
as stems of Kumbungi and Water Ribbons providing 
stable food sources.

Today, many traditional and sacred sites have been 
lost but oral history and culture have survived as have 
many freshwater shell middens, scar-trees, sacred 
trees, stone artefact scatters and burial sites along 
the Darebin and Merri Creeks and the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Oral histories from descendants of the 
Wurundjeri depict stories of the area with a great 
diversity in fauna and prolifi c farming, hunting and 
gathering. Historical papers and diary entries from 
European settlers paint a similarly rich picture with 
Aboriginal inhabitants seasonally visiting swamps 
for eel fi shing, grasslands for harvesting grass seed, 
tending to Murrnong patches or gathering with other 
tribes for ceremonial and trade occasions.  

Quarrying and the Alphington Tip

On the Alphington side of the creek, quarrying of 
basalt began in 1890 and continued until 1965. Once 
quarrying ceased the site became Alphington Tip, 
quickly fi lling the once deep hole with garbage from 
residents and local enterprises. While the tip was 
operational, the surrounding land was used for horse 
agistment and became weed infested and degraded. 

In 1924, the Ivanhoe side of the creek was to be 
purchased as the site of Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School 
but the depression and major fl ooding put a halt to that. 
The site known as Rockbeare Park was subsequently 
purchased by Heidelberg Shire and its natural rugged 
wilderness was used by locals, scout groups, leech 
collectors and picnickers. Eventually Rockbeare Park 
became neglected and overrun with weeds.

The tip closed in 1975 and neighbouring residents 
lobbied local, state and federal governments to 
acquire the land for a public park. After a visit from 
Victorian Premier, Sir Rupert Hamer, it was agreed 
that a dollar-for-dollar contribution from the State 
with Northcote Council would allow the purchase 
of the land for a public park. From that point on, 
signifi cant restoration and revegetation works have 
been undertaken by volunteers and park rangers.

Reconciliation and Rejuvenation 

Despite dislodgement from traditional land due to 
European settlement, Aboriginal connection to this 
land continues today. The Wurundjeri people maintain 
the rights to their remaining sacred places and are once 
again recognised as the custodians of the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Local land managers rely on their 
services for cultural consultation, fi re management, 
archaeological site understanding and ecological 
knowledge – working collaboratively to preserve the park 
for generations to come. The Spiritual Healing Trail at 
Darebin Parklands is a gift from the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community as a gesture of reconciliation.

Darebin Creek Management Committee 
and Environment Centre

The Darebin Creek Management Committee (DCMC) 
was formed in 2001 by amalgamating the Darebin 
Creek Co-ordination Committee and the Darebin 
Parklands Committee of Management. These two 
committees had been operating since their inception 
in 1984 and 1978 respectively. The Committee share a 
common interest in improving the Darebin Creek and 
its adjoining open space.

The DCMC consists of representatives of the local 
government areas the Darebin Creek fl ows through, 
being Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea and Yarra Councils 
as well as La Trobe University. 
A division of the DCMC manages the Darebin 
Parklands due to its unique history as a former 
landfi ll site, which requires specialised management.

The Darebin Creek Environment Centre is located at 
the Separation Street main entrance where DCMC 
staff are based. The Environment Centre is the hub 
of environmental education for the Darebin Creek 
catchment, where pre-school to tertiary students, 
along with community groups 
and individuals, can utilise the skills of staff and 
facilities on offer.

Darebin Parklands 
Association 
Founded in 1973, the Darebin Parklands Association 
(DPA) was instrumental in establishing the Darebin 
Parklands. Today, the DPA and the DCMC collaborate 
to protect and improve the bushland character of the 
park, maintaining it as a wildlife haven and place to 
appreciate nature. 

The DPA offers a wide range of opportunities for 
the community to learn more and contribute to 
the revegetation of the park, including planting 
and weeding days, Clean-up Australia events and 
information evenings. It also provides a Junior Ranger 
program which encourages kids and their parents 
to participate through activities such as Wildlife 
Spotlighting, Nest Box Making and Catch-a-Carp Day.  

Web: www.dpa.org.au
Facebook: Darebin Parklands Association 

Also see Friends of Darebin Creek for catchment 
related information including guest speakers and 
monthly community activities such as planting and 
weeding along the Darebin Creek. 

Web: www.friendsofdarebincreek.org.au
Facebook: Friends of Darebin Creek

The Park Today 
Located just 7kms from the city, Darebin Parklands 
today is rich with wildlife and has many walking tracks, 
bike paths and places to relax and take in the natural 
bushland setting. Since 1978, various committees of 
management with support of Darebin and Banyule 
Councils have employed rangers to manage the 
Darebin Parklands. 

Clues of the park’s mixed history can be discovered 
while exploring the park. Small remnants of 
indigenous vegetation and natural rock features 
jutting out of the creek sit beside Olive groves and 
wizened Mulberry trees. The quarry wall makes a 
beautiful amphitheatre and the water treatment 
ponds, pumped from groundwater running through 
the old tip site, provide an idyllic pond system. 

Fauna 
Keep your eye out in the grasslands of Snakegrass 
and Mt Puffalo for butterfl ies, like Woodland Blues or 
Wanderers, whizzing above the grasses and native 
wildfl owers, tiny Copper Skinks basking in the sun or 
Red-Rumped Parrots chewing seeds on the ground. 

Down by the creek, you may be lucky enough 
to come across a family of Wood Duck, a Rakali 
(Native Water Rat) hunting for yabbies or Fresh-
Water Mussels, Tawny Frogmouths camoufl aged in 
with tree trunks, tiny birds like Spotted Pardalotes 
or Blue Wrens fl ittering in the scrub or a Tiger 
Snake basking in the sun. Short-Finned Eel can 
be found in deeper pools in the creek and lucky 
visitors will glimpse Kingfi shers throughout the 
summer months. 

Up on the slopes, look for visiting Yellow-Tailed 
Black Cockatoos chewing casuarina cones, roaming 
echidnas, Blue-Tongue Lizards blending in with the 
grass and tiny conical soil pits made from Antlions 
(the larvae of lacewings).

Down by Ivanhoe Wetland or Pobblebonk Pond, 
you’ll be bound to hear some frogs chorusing such 
as the ‘crik-crik-crik’ of the Common Froglet, a 

Cormorant airing or a Nankeen Night Heron hiding 
in the bushes. Striped Skinks await dragonfl ies and 
Little Grebes dive to collect small fi sh. If you look 
carefully, you might see the tail of a Brush-Tailed 
Possum protruding from a nearby nest box.   

Elsewhere in the park’s woodlands, you will see 
(or just hear) Kookaburras, Eastern Rosellas 
and Rainbow Lorikeets nesting in Red Gums, 
Casuarinas, Manna Gums and Bursarias. By the 
duckponds, you are sure to see Chestnut Teal, 
Pacifi c Black Ducks, Coots and Purple Swamphens. 
Please resist feeding them – they’re healthier 
without our food. On rainy wet days, you may 
come across an Eastern Long-Necked Turtle as the 
females emerge from the water to lay their eggs on 
higher ground in such weather. Please leave them 
alone and keep dogs away!

At dusk, a keen eye will spot tiny bats fl itting 
around catching fl ying insects. Incredibly, they eat 
their own body weight in insects in one night! The 
much larger Grey Headed Flying Fox can be seen 
swooping over the area in search of fruit and nectar 
in neighbouring gardens. Unfortunately, unwelcome 
visitors, namely foxes and cats also roam the park 
at night, threatening our native wildlife. 

Flora 
Despite being only 7kms from the CBD, the park features 
a wide variety of indigenous fl ora in an urban bushland 
environment. Volunteers and staff are maintaining the 
integrity of a few small patches of remnant vegetation 
as well as revegetating other areas of the park for 
habitat and to stabilise creek banks from erosion. Many 
historical exotic trees remain such as Black Mulberry, 
Olives, Quince, Peppercorn and Pine Trees. 

In the north of the park, Snakegrass has over 50 
species of indigenous plants, all fl owering at different 
times of the year including Chocolate Lilies and 
Bulbine Lilies. You’ll fi nd several species of spear 
grass and wallaby grasses, Kangaroo Grass, Windmill 
Grass and Silky Bluegrass. In this area, rangers carry 
out mosaic burns in autumn to stimulate grassland 
species. Endangered plant species, Matted Flax-Lily, 
grows throughout the grassland. 

Along the creek, you’ll fi nd River Red Gums and 
Ribbon Barked Manna Gums, clumps of Common 
Tussock Grass, with Bidgee Widgees and Kidney 
Weed covering the ground below them. In winter, the 
blossoms from Silver Wattle and Golden Wattle light 
up the park. These plants not only provide habitat 
for many animals and insects but also stabilise creek 
banks and capture nutrients from the stream. 

In the wetlands and creek, you’ll fi nd a great array 
of aquatic plant species including Water Ribbons, 
Slender Knotweed, Broom Rush and Common 
Nardoo. These help fi lter the water and provide 
hiding spots for water insects, frogs and fi sh.

On the slopes surrounding the creek, thickets of Sticky-
Leafed Hop Bush, Prickly Moses Wattle, Sweet Bursaria 
and Sticky Boobialla hold the soil together and provide 
habitat for small birds. Below them grow several 
species of Saltbushes and hardy Wallaby Grasses.

Discover more
The Darebin Creek Management Committee website is 
a great source of information about Darebin Parklands 
and the Darebin Creek catchment including FAQs, 
education programs and fact sheets on topics including 
frogs, leachate system, geology, vegetation and history. 

Find us online at www.dcmc.org.au

Get in touch

Darebin Creek 
Management Committee

PO Box 5093, 
Alphington 3078

Phone/Fax: 
(Parklands) 
9499 3486 
(Coordination) 
9499 4454

Pay us a visit

Darebin Creek 
Environment Centre

Darebin Parklands
East end of Separation 
Street, Alphington

Train: 
Walk 500m north from 
Alphington Train Station

Bus: 
Bus Route 508, stop 
corner Separation 
and Bennett Streets

Proudly supported by 
Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea 

and Yarra Councils and 
La Trobe University.

This brochure is printed 
on recycled paper.

Geology
Most of Central Victoria, including the Darebin 
catchment, was covered by warm and shallow seas 
some 430 million years ago during the Silurian period. 
During this period, fi ne mud and sand sediments 
were laid down on the sea fl oor. Slowly these ancient 
layers developed into rocks and underground 
pressures pushed them to above present sea levels. 
This sedimentary sandstone and mudstone is 
visible on the Ivanhoe side of the park – their layers 
highlighted with colourful mineral-rich layers and 
harder levels where iron and other minerals have 
accumulated. It’s amazing to imagine these rocks 
as vast marine areas, writhing with primitive lifeforms 
that swam over these ancient sea fl oors. 

In the last 10 million years, right up to 5000 years 
ago, there was extensive volcanic activity across 
Victoria during the Quaternary period. Volcanoes to 
the north of Melbourne around Beveridge were active 
around 800,000 years ago spreading lava across this 
landscape and following old stream beds as far as the 
Yarra River. These lava fl ows formed the basalt rock 
sheets across the western side of the park.

Today, the Darebin Creek has worn a 
path between the ancient sedimentary 
rock and the newer basalt rock, 
winding its way to the Yarra River. 
The basalt found in Darebin Parklands is quite 
dense and was favourable for crushing for road and 
rail construction during Melbourne’s growth in the 
early 1900s.

Darebin
Parklands

Wominjeka
Welcome to 
the Darebin 
Parklands

Laughing KookaburraAustralasian GrebeTawny Frogmouth

Darebin Parklands, 1968

Eastern Rosella

Quarry workers, 1914



European Settlement

In 1837, the area was investigated by Government 
surveyor, Robert Hoddle. He declared the land east 
of the Darebin Creek, Keelbundoora, and to the west, 
Jika Jika – both local Aboriginal names. European 
settlers started arriving around 1838 and used the 
land for dairy farming, grazing and market gardens. 
Mulberry, Olive, Almond and Quince trees planted 
around this time are still present in the park today.

With this settlement came the shattering of the 
ancient traditional culture of the land’s Aboriginal 
inhabitants. A historic treaty in 1835, set up by 
John Batman, describes ‘buying’ the land from the 
Wurundjeri for some food and a few blankets. Well-
known Wurundjeri Elder, William Barak, recounts 
this deal as a gross misunderstanding, with elders 
believing that the deal was to access their land only 
temporarily. Over a period of 30 years, disease, 
dislodgement from traditional land, confl icts over 
access to land and livestock, and alcohol use, 
dramatically reduced the Aboriginal population. By 
1860, most of the surviving Woi Wurrung had been 
moved away to mission stations throughout Victoria.

Darebin Parklands is a bushland oasis in the 
middle of urban Melbourne. In this brochure, 
we welcome you to this special place – 
revisiting its rich history, introducing you 
to its present-day custodians and of course, 
encouraging you to wander through the 
park and experience its magic for yourself. 

Flip me over and you’ll fi nd a comprehensive 
Heritage and Nature Trail Guide which takes 
you on a journey through the park’s unique 
fl ora, fauna, geography and historical sites. 
Before we go, a friendly reminder – dogs can 
only run free in the O�  Lead Area (please see 
the map for its location). Let’s get started!

History
Sacred Beginnings 

The Wurundjeri clan of the Woi Wurrung people have 
lived on and cared for this land for tens of thousands 
of years. Part of the East Kulin language area, which 
covers most of Central Victoria, this land provided the 
Woi Wurrung people with shelter, medicine and food. 
Back then, you would have seen rich grassland and 
woodlands plentiful with bush foods such as native 
tubers and grass seed. Kangaroos, emus, wallabies, 
possums and bandicoots provided sources of meat, 
bone for tools and fur and skin for clothing. The rocky 
pools along the creek would have been teeming with 
Short-Finned Eel, fi sh and Long-Necked Turtle as well 
as stems of Kumbungi and Water Ribbons providing 
stable food sources.

Today, many traditional and sacred sites have been 
lost but oral history and culture have survived as have 
many freshwater shell middens, scar-trees, sacred 
trees, stone artefact scatters and burial sites along 
the Darebin and Merri Creeks and the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Oral histories from descendants of the 
Wurundjeri depict stories of the area with a great 
diversity in fauna and prolifi c farming, hunting and 
gathering. Historical papers and diary entries from 
European settlers paint a similarly rich picture with 
Aboriginal inhabitants seasonally visiting swamps 
for eel fi shing, grasslands for harvesting grass seed, 
tending to Murrnong patches or gathering with other 
tribes for ceremonial and trade occasions.  

Quarrying and the Alphington Tip

On the Alphington side of the creek, quarrying of 
basalt began in 1890 and continued until 1965. Once 
quarrying ceased the site became Alphington Tip, 
quickly fi lling the once deep hole with garbage from 
residents and local enterprises. While the tip was 
operational, the surrounding land was used for horse 
agistment and became weed infested and degraded. 

In 1924, the Ivanhoe side of the creek was to be 
purchased as the site of Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School 
but the depression and major fl ooding put a halt to that. 
The site known as Rockbeare Park was subsequently 
purchased by Heidelberg Shire and its natural rugged 
wilderness was used by locals, scout groups, leech 
collectors and picnickers. Eventually Rockbeare Park 
became neglected and overrun with weeds.

The tip closed in 1975 and neighbouring residents 
lobbied local, state and federal governments to 
acquire the land for a public park. After a visit from 
Victorian Premier, Sir Rupert Hamer, it was agreed 
that a dollar-for-dollar contribution from the State 
with Northcote Council would allow the purchase 
of the land for a public park. From that point on, 
signifi cant restoration and revegetation works have 
been undertaken by volunteers and park rangers.

Reconciliation and Rejuvenation 

Despite dislodgement from traditional land due to 
European settlement, Aboriginal connection to this 
land continues today. The Wurundjeri people maintain 
the rights to their remaining sacred places and are once 
again recognised as the custodians of the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Local land managers rely on their 
services for cultural consultation, fi re management, 
archaeological site understanding and ecological 
knowledge – working collaboratively to preserve the park 
for generations to come. The Spiritual Healing Trail at 
Darebin Parklands is a gift from the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community as a gesture of reconciliation.

Darebin Creek Management Committee 
and Environment Centre

The Darebin Creek Management Committee (DCMC) 
was formed in 2001 by amalgamating the Darebin 
Creek Co-ordination Committee and the Darebin 
Parklands Committee of Management. These two 
committees had been operating since their inception 
in 1984 and 1978 respectively. The Committee share a 
common interest in improving the Darebin Creek and 
its adjoining open space.

The DCMC consists of representatives of the local 
government areas the Darebin Creek fl ows through, 
being Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea and Yarra Councils 
as well as La Trobe University. 
A division of the DCMC manages the Darebin 
Parklands due to its unique history as a former 
landfi ll site, which requires specialised management.

The Darebin Creek Environment Centre is located at 
the Separation Street main entrance where DCMC 
staff are based. The Environment Centre is the hub 
of environmental education for the Darebin Creek 
catchment, where pre-school to tertiary students, 
along with community groups 
and individuals, can utilise the skills of staff and 
facilities on offer.

Darebin Parklands 
Association 
Founded in 1973, the Darebin Parklands Association 
(DPA) was instrumental in establishing the Darebin 
Parklands. Today, the DPA and the DCMC collaborate 
to protect and improve the bushland character of the 
park, maintaining it as a wildlife haven and place to 
appreciate nature. 

The DPA offers a wide range of opportunities for 
the community to learn more and contribute to 
the revegetation of the park, including planting 
and weeding days, Clean-up Australia events and 
information evenings. It also provides a Junior Ranger 
program which encourages kids and their parents 
to participate through activities such as Wildlife 
Spotlighting, Nest Box Making and Catch-a-Carp Day.  

Web: www.dpa.org.au
Facebook: Darebin Parklands Association 

Also see Friends of Darebin Creek for catchment 
related information including guest speakers and 
monthly community activities such as planting and 
weeding along the Darebin Creek. 

Web: www.friendsofdarebincreek.org.au
Facebook: Friends of Darebin Creek

The Park Today 
Located just 7kms from the city, Darebin Parklands 
today is rich with wildlife and has many walking tracks, 
bike paths and places to relax and take in the natural 
bushland setting. Since 1978, various committees of 
management with support of Darebin and Banyule 
Councils have employed rangers to manage the 
Darebin Parklands. 

Clues of the park’s mixed history can be discovered 
while exploring the park. Small remnants of 
indigenous vegetation and natural rock features 
jutting out of the creek sit beside Olive groves and 
wizened Mulberry trees. The quarry wall makes a 
beautiful amphitheatre and the water treatment 
ponds, pumped from groundwater running through 
the old tip site, provide an idyllic pond system. 

Fauna 
Keep your eye out in the grasslands of Snakegrass 
and Mt Puffalo for butterfl ies, like Woodland Blues or 
Wanderers, whizzing above the grasses and native 
wildfl owers, tiny Copper Skinks basking in the sun or 
Red-Rumped Parrots chewing seeds on the ground. 

Down by the creek, you may be lucky enough 
to come across a family of Wood Duck, a Rakali 
(Native Water Rat) hunting for yabbies or Fresh-
Water Mussels, Tawny Frogmouths camoufl aged in 
with tree trunks, tiny birds like Spotted Pardalotes 
or Blue Wrens fl ittering in the scrub or a Tiger 
Snake basking in the sun. Short-Finned Eel can 
be found in deeper pools in the creek and lucky 
visitors will glimpse Kingfi shers throughout the 
summer months. 

Up on the slopes, look for visiting Yellow-Tailed 
Black Cockatoos chewing casuarina cones, roaming 
echidnas, Blue-Tongue Lizards blending in with the 
grass and tiny conical soil pits made from Antlions 
(the larvae of lacewings).

Down by Ivanhoe Wetland or Pobblebonk Pond, 
you’ll be bound to hear some frogs chorusing such 
as the ‘crik-crik-crik’ of the Common Froglet, a 

Cormorant airing or a Nankeen Night Heron hiding 
in the bushes. Striped Skinks await dragonfl ies and 
Little Grebes dive to collect small fi sh. If you look 
carefully, you might see the tail of a Brush-Tailed 
Possum protruding from a nearby nest box.   

Elsewhere in the park’s woodlands, you will see 
(or just hear) Kookaburras, Eastern Rosellas 
and Rainbow Lorikeets nesting in Red Gums, 
Casuarinas, Manna Gums and Bursarias. By the 
duckponds, you are sure to see Chestnut Teal, 
Pacifi c Black Ducks, Coots and Purple Swamphens. 
Please resist feeding them – they’re healthier 
without our food. On rainy wet days, you may 
come across an Eastern Long-Necked Turtle as the 
females emerge from the water to lay their eggs on 
higher ground in such weather. Please leave them 
alone and keep dogs away!

At dusk, a keen eye will spot tiny bats fl itting 
around catching fl ying insects. Incredibly, they eat 
their own body weight in insects in one night! The 
much larger Grey Headed Flying Fox can be seen 
swooping over the area in search of fruit and nectar 
in neighbouring gardens. Unfortunately, unwelcome 
visitors, namely foxes and cats also roam the park 
at night, threatening our native wildlife. 

Flora 
Despite being only 7kms from the CBD, the park features 
a wide variety of indigenous fl ora in an urban bushland 
environment. Volunteers and staff are maintaining the 
integrity of a few small patches of remnant vegetation 
as well as revegetating other areas of the park for 
habitat and to stabilise creek banks from erosion. Many 
historical exotic trees remain such as Black Mulberry, 
Olives, Quince, Peppercorn and Pine Trees. 

In the north of the park, Snakegrass has over 50 
species of indigenous plants, all fl owering at different 
times of the year including Chocolate Lilies and 
Bulbine Lilies. You’ll fi nd several species of spear 
grass and wallaby grasses, Kangaroo Grass, Windmill 
Grass and Silky Bluegrass. In this area, rangers carry 
out mosaic burns in autumn to stimulate grassland 
species. Endangered plant species, Matted Flax-Lily, 
grows throughout the grassland. 

Along the creek, you’ll fi nd River Red Gums and 
Ribbon Barked Manna Gums, clumps of Common 
Tussock Grass, with Bidgee Widgees and Kidney 
Weed covering the ground below them. In winter, the 
blossoms from Silver Wattle and Golden Wattle light 
up the park. These plants not only provide habitat 
for many animals and insects but also stabilise creek 
banks and capture nutrients from the stream. 

In the wetlands and creek, you’ll fi nd a great array 
of aquatic plant species including Water Ribbons, 
Slender Knotweed, Broom Rush and Common 
Nardoo. These help fi lter the water and provide 
hiding spots for water insects, frogs and fi sh.

On the slopes surrounding the creek, thickets of Sticky-
Leafed Hop Bush, Prickly Moses Wattle, Sweet Bursaria 
and Sticky Boobialla hold the soil together and provide 
habitat for small birds. Below them grow several 
species of Saltbushes and hardy Wallaby Grasses.
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Geology
Most of Central Victoria, including the Darebin 
catchment, was covered by warm and shallow seas 
some 430 million years ago during the Silurian period. 
During this period, fi ne mud and sand sediments 
were laid down on the sea fl oor. Slowly these ancient 
layers developed into rocks and underground 
pressures pushed them to above present sea levels. 
This sedimentary sandstone and mudstone is 
visible on the Ivanhoe side of the park – their layers 
highlighted with colourful mineral-rich layers and 
harder levels where iron and other minerals have 
accumulated. It’s amazing to imagine these rocks 
as vast marine areas, writhing with primitive lifeforms 
that swam over these ancient sea fl oors. 

In the last 10 million years, right up to 5000 years 
ago, there was extensive volcanic activity across 
Victoria during the Quaternary period. Volcanoes to 
the north of Melbourne around Beveridge were active 
around 800,000 years ago spreading lava across this 
landscape and following old stream beds as far as the 
Yarra River. These lava fl ows formed the basalt rock 
sheets across the western side of the park.

Today, the Darebin Creek has worn a 
path between the ancient sedimentary 
rock and the newer basalt rock, 
winding its way to the Yarra River. 
The basalt found in Darebin Parklands is quite 
dense and was favourable for crushing for road and 
rail construction during Melbourne’s growth in the 
early 1900s.
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European Settlement

In 1837, the area was investigated by Government 
surveyor, Robert Hoddle. He declared the land east 
of the Darebin Creek, Keelbundoora, and to the west, 
Jika Jika – both local Aboriginal names. European 
settlers started arriving around 1838 and used the 
land for dairy farming, grazing and market gardens. 
Mulberry, Olive, Almond and Quince trees planted 
around this time are still present in the park today.

With this settlement came the shattering of the 
ancient traditional culture of the land’s Aboriginal 
inhabitants. A historic treaty in 1835, set up by 
John Batman, describes ‘buying’ the land from the 
Wurundjeri for some food and a few blankets. Well-
known Wurundjeri Elder, William Barak, recounts 
this deal as a gross misunderstanding, with elders 
believing that the deal was to access their land only 
temporarily. Over a period of 30 years, disease, 
dislodgement from traditional land, confl icts over 
access to land and livestock, and alcohol use, 
dramatically reduced the Aboriginal population. By 
1860, most of the surviving Woi Wurrung had been 
moved away to mission stations throughout Victoria.

Darebin Parklands is a bushland oasis in the 
middle of urban Melbourne. In this brochure, 
we welcome you to this special place – 
revisiting its rich history, introducing you 
to its present-day custodians and of course, 
encouraging you to wander through the 
park and experience its magic for yourself. 

Flip me over and you’ll fi nd a comprehensive 
Heritage and Nature Trail Guide which takes 
you on a journey through the park’s unique 
fl ora, fauna, geography and historical sites. 
Before we go, a friendly reminder – dogs can 
only run free in the O�  Lead Area (please see 
the map for its location). Let’s get started!

History
Sacred Beginnings 

The Wurundjeri clan of the Woi Wurrung people have 
lived on and cared for this land for tens of thousands 
of years. Part of the East Kulin language area, which 
covers most of Central Victoria, this land provided the 
Woi Wurrung people with shelter, medicine and food. 
Back then, you would have seen rich grassland and 
woodlands plentiful with bush foods such as native 
tubers and grass seed. Kangaroos, emus, wallabies, 
possums and bandicoots provided sources of meat, 
bone for tools and fur and skin for clothing. The rocky 
pools along the creek would have been teeming with 
Short-Finned Eel, fi sh and Long-Necked Turtle as well 
as stems of Kumbungi and Water Ribbons providing 
stable food sources.

Today, many traditional and sacred sites have been 
lost but oral history and culture have survived as have 
many freshwater shell middens, scar-trees, sacred 
trees, stone artefact scatters and burial sites along 
the Darebin and Merri Creeks and the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Oral histories from descendants of the 
Wurundjeri depict stories of the area with a great 
diversity in fauna and prolifi c farming, hunting and 
gathering. Historical papers and diary entries from 
European settlers paint a similarly rich picture with 
Aboriginal inhabitants seasonally visiting swamps 
for eel fi shing, grasslands for harvesting grass seed, 
tending to Murrnong patches or gathering with other 
tribes for ceremonial and trade occasions.  

Quarrying and the Alphington Tip

On the Alphington side of the creek, quarrying of 
basalt began in 1890 and continued until 1965. Once 
quarrying ceased the site became Alphington Tip, 
quickly fi lling the once deep hole with garbage from 
residents and local enterprises. While the tip was 
operational, the surrounding land was used for horse 
agistment and became weed infested and degraded. 

In 1924, the Ivanhoe side of the creek was to be 
purchased as the site of Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School 
but the depression and major fl ooding put a halt to that. 
The site known as Rockbeare Park was subsequently 
purchased by Heidelberg Shire and its natural rugged 
wilderness was used by locals, scout groups, leech 
collectors and picnickers. Eventually Rockbeare Park 
became neglected and overrun with weeds.

The tip closed in 1975 and neighbouring residents 
lobbied local, state and federal governments to 
acquire the land for a public park. After a visit from 
Victorian Premier, Sir Rupert Hamer, it was agreed 
that a dollar-for-dollar contribution from the State 
with Northcote Council would allow the purchase 
of the land for a public park. From that point on, 
signifi cant restoration and revegetation works have 
been undertaken by volunteers and park rangers.

Reconciliation and Rejuvenation 

Despite dislodgement from traditional land due to 
European settlement, Aboriginal connection to this 
land continues today. The Wurundjeri people maintain 
the rights to their remaining sacred places and are once 
again recognised as the custodians of the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Local land managers rely on their 
services for cultural consultation, fi re management, 
archaeological site understanding and ecological 
knowledge – working collaboratively to preserve the park 
for generations to come. The Spiritual Healing Trail at 
Darebin Parklands is a gift from the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community as a gesture of reconciliation.

Darebin Creek Management Committee 
and Environment Centre

The Darebin Creek Management Committee (DCMC) 
was formed in 2001 by amalgamating the Darebin 
Creek Co-ordination Committee and the Darebin 
Parklands Committee of Management. These two 
committees had been operating since their inception 
in 1984 and 1978 respectively. The Committee share a 
common interest in improving the Darebin Creek and 
its adjoining open space.

The DCMC consists of representatives of the local 
government areas the Darebin Creek fl ows through, 
being Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea and Yarra Councils 
as well as La Trobe University. 
A division of the DCMC manages the Darebin 
Parklands due to its unique history as a former 
landfi ll site, which requires specialised management.

The Darebin Creek Environment Centre is located at 
the Separation Street main entrance where DCMC 
staff are based. The Environment Centre is the hub 
of environmental education for the Darebin Creek 
catchment, where pre-school to tertiary students, 
along with community groups 
and individuals, can utilise the skills of staff and 
facilities on offer.

Darebin Parklands 
Association 
Founded in 1973, the Darebin Parklands Association 
(DPA) was instrumental in establishing the Darebin 
Parklands. Today, the DPA and the DCMC collaborate 
to protect and improve the bushland character of the 
park, maintaining it as a wildlife haven and place to 
appreciate nature. 

The DPA offers a wide range of opportunities for 
the community to learn more and contribute to 
the revegetation of the park, including planting 
and weeding days, Clean-up Australia events and 
information evenings. It also provides a Junior Ranger 
program which encourages kids and their parents 
to participate through activities such as Wildlife 
Spotlighting, Nest Box Making and Catch-a-Carp Day.  

Web: www.dpa.org.au
Facebook: Darebin Parklands Association 

Also see Friends of Darebin Creek for catchment 
related information including guest speakers and 
monthly community activities such as planting and 
weeding along the Darebin Creek. 

Web: www.friendsofdarebincreek.org.au
Facebook: Friends of Darebin Creek

The Park Today 
Located just 7kms from the city, Darebin Parklands 
today is rich with wildlife and has many walking tracks, 
bike paths and places to relax and take in the natural 
bushland setting. Since 1978, various committees of 
management with support of Darebin and Banyule 
Councils have employed rangers to manage the 
Darebin Parklands. 

Clues of the park’s mixed history can be discovered 
while exploring the park. Small remnants of 
indigenous vegetation and natural rock features 
jutting out of the creek sit beside Olive groves and 
wizened Mulberry trees. The quarry wall makes a 
beautiful amphitheatre and the water treatment 
ponds, pumped from groundwater running through 
the old tip site, provide an idyllic pond system. 

Fauna 
Keep your eye out in the grasslands of Snakegrass 
and Mt Puffalo for butterfl ies, like Woodland Blues or 
Wanderers, whizzing above the grasses and native 
wildfl owers, tiny Copper Skinks basking in the sun or 
Red-Rumped Parrots chewing seeds on the ground. 

Down by the creek, you may be lucky enough 
to come across a family of Wood Duck, a Rakali 
(Native Water Rat) hunting for yabbies or Fresh-
Water Mussels, Tawny Frogmouths camoufl aged in 
with tree trunks, tiny birds like Spotted Pardalotes 
or Blue Wrens fl ittering in the scrub or a Tiger 
Snake basking in the sun. Short-Finned Eel can 
be found in deeper pools in the creek and lucky 
visitors will glimpse Kingfi shers throughout the 
summer months. 

Up on the slopes, look for visiting Yellow-Tailed 
Black Cockatoos chewing casuarina cones, roaming 
echidnas, Blue-Tongue Lizards blending in with the 
grass and tiny conical soil pits made from Antlions 
(the larvae of lacewings).

Down by Ivanhoe Wetland or Pobblebonk Pond, 
you’ll be bound to hear some frogs chorusing such 
as the ‘crik-crik-crik’ of the Common Froglet, a 

Cormorant airing or a Nankeen Night Heron hiding 
in the bushes. Striped Skinks await dragonfl ies and 
Little Grebes dive to collect small fi sh. If you look 
carefully, you might see the tail of a Brush-Tailed 
Possum protruding from a nearby nest box.   

Elsewhere in the park’s woodlands, you will see 
(or just hear) Kookaburras, Eastern Rosellas 
and Rainbow Lorikeets nesting in Red Gums, 
Casuarinas, Manna Gums and Bursarias. By the 
duckponds, you are sure to see Chestnut Teal, 
Pacifi c Black Ducks, Coots and Purple Swamphens. 
Please resist feeding them – they’re healthier 
without our food. On rainy wet days, you may 
come across an Eastern Long-Necked Turtle as the 
females emerge from the water to lay their eggs on 
higher ground in such weather. Please leave them 
alone and keep dogs away!

At dusk, a keen eye will spot tiny bats fl itting 
around catching fl ying insects. Incredibly, they eat 
their own body weight in insects in one night! The 
much larger Grey Headed Flying Fox can be seen 
swooping over the area in search of fruit and nectar 
in neighbouring gardens. Unfortunately, unwelcome 
visitors, namely foxes and cats also roam the park 
at night, threatening our native wildlife. 

Flora 
Despite being only 7kms from the CBD, the park features 
a wide variety of indigenous fl ora in an urban bushland 
environment. Volunteers and staff are maintaining the 
integrity of a few small patches of remnant vegetation 
as well as revegetating other areas of the park for 
habitat and to stabilise creek banks from erosion. Many 
historical exotic trees remain such as Black Mulberry, 
Olives, Quince, Peppercorn and Pine Trees. 

In the north of the park, Snakegrass has over 50 
species of indigenous plants, all fl owering at different 
times of the year including Chocolate Lilies and 
Bulbine Lilies. You’ll fi nd several species of spear 
grass and wallaby grasses, Kangaroo Grass, Windmill 
Grass and Silky Bluegrass. In this area, rangers carry 
out mosaic burns in autumn to stimulate grassland 
species. Endangered plant species, Matted Flax-Lily, 
grows throughout the grassland. 

Along the creek, you’ll fi nd River Red Gums and 
Ribbon Barked Manna Gums, clumps of Common 
Tussock Grass, with Bidgee Widgees and Kidney 
Weed covering the ground below them. In winter, the 
blossoms from Silver Wattle and Golden Wattle light 
up the park. These plants not only provide habitat 
for many animals and insects but also stabilise creek 
banks and capture nutrients from the stream. 

In the wetlands and creek, you’ll fi nd a great array 
of aquatic plant species including Water Ribbons, 
Slender Knotweed, Broom Rush and Common 
Nardoo. These help fi lter the water and provide 
hiding spots for water insects, frogs and fi sh.

On the slopes surrounding the creek, thickets of Sticky-
Leafed Hop Bush, Prickly Moses Wattle, Sweet Bursaria 
and Sticky Boobialla hold the soil together and provide 
habitat for small birds. Below them grow several 
species of Saltbushes and hardy Wallaby Grasses.

Discover more
The Darebin Creek Management Committee website is 
a great source of information about Darebin Parklands 
and the Darebin Creek catchment including FAQs, 
education programs and fact sheets on topics including 
frogs, leachate system, geology, vegetation and history. 

Find us online at www.dcmc.org.au

Get in touch

Darebin Creek 
Management Committee

PO Box 5093, 
Alphington 3078

Phone/Fax: 
(Parklands) 
9499 3486 
(Coordination) 
9499 4454

Pay us a visit

Darebin Creek 
Environment Centre

Darebin Parklands
East end of Separation 
Street, Alphington

Train: 
Walk 500m north from 
Alphington Train Station

Bus: 
Bus Route 508, stop 
corner Separation 
and Bennett Streets

Proudly supported by 
Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea 

and Yarra Councils and 
La Trobe University.

This brochure is printed 
on recycled paper.

Geology
Most of Central Victoria, including the Darebin 
catchment, was covered by warm and shallow seas 
some 430 million years ago during the Silurian period. 
During this period, fi ne mud and sand sediments 
were laid down on the sea fl oor. Slowly these ancient 
layers developed into rocks and underground 
pressures pushed them to above present sea levels. 
This sedimentary sandstone and mudstone is 
visible on the Ivanhoe side of the park – their layers 
highlighted with colourful mineral-rich layers and 
harder levels where iron and other minerals have 
accumulated. It’s amazing to imagine these rocks 
as vast marine areas, writhing with primitive lifeforms 
that swam over these ancient sea fl oors. 

In the last 10 million years, right up to 5000 years 
ago, there was extensive volcanic activity across 
Victoria during the Quaternary period. Volcanoes to 
the north of Melbourne around Beveridge were active 
around 800,000 years ago spreading lava across this 
landscape and following old stream beds as far as the 
Yarra River. These lava fl ows formed the basalt rock 
sheets across the western side of the park.

Today, the Darebin Creek has worn a 
path between the ancient sedimentary 
rock and the newer basalt rock, 
winding its way to the Yarra River. 
The basalt found in Darebin Parklands is quite 
dense and was favourable for crushing for road and 
rail construction during Melbourne’s growth in the 
early 1900s.
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European Settlement

In 1837, the area was investigated by Government 
surveyor, Robert Hoddle. He declared the land east 
of the Darebin Creek, Keelbundoora, and to the west, 
Jika Jika – both local Aboriginal names. European 
settlers started arriving around 1838 and used the 
land for dairy farming, grazing and market gardens. 
Mulberry, Olive, Almond and Quince trees planted 
around this time are still present in the park today.

With this settlement came the shattering of the 
ancient traditional culture of the land’s Aboriginal 
inhabitants. A historic treaty in 1835, set up by 
John Batman, describes ‘buying’ the land from the 
Wurundjeri for some food and a few blankets. Well-
known Wurundjeri Elder, William Barak, recounts 
this deal as a gross misunderstanding, with elders 
believing that the deal was to access their land only 
temporarily. Over a period of 30 years, disease, 
dislodgement from traditional land, confl icts over 
access to land and livestock, and alcohol use, 
dramatically reduced the Aboriginal population. By 
1860, most of the surviving Woi Wurrung had been 
moved away to mission stations throughout Victoria.

Darebin Parklands is a bushland oasis in the 
middle of urban Melbourne. In this brochure, 
we welcome you to this special place – 
revisiting its rich history, introducing you 
to its present-day custodians and of course, 
encouraging you to wander through the 
park and experience its magic for yourself. 

Flip me over and you’ll fi nd a comprehensive 
Heritage and Nature Trail Guide which takes 
you on a journey through the park’s unique 
fl ora, fauna, geography and historical sites. 
Before we go, a friendly reminder – dogs can 
only run free in the O�  Lead Area (please see 
the map for its location). Let’s get started!

History
Sacred Beginnings 

The Wurundjeri clan of the Woi Wurrung people have 
lived on and cared for this land for tens of thousands 
of years. Part of the East Kulin language area, which 
covers most of Central Victoria, this land provided the 
Woi Wurrung people with shelter, medicine and food. 
Back then, you would have seen rich grassland and 
woodlands plentiful with bush foods such as native 
tubers and grass seed. Kangaroos, emus, wallabies, 
possums and bandicoots provided sources of meat, 
bone for tools and fur and skin for clothing. The rocky 
pools along the creek would have been teeming with 
Short-Finned Eel, fi sh and Long-Necked Turtle as well 
as stems of Kumbungi and Water Ribbons providing 
stable food sources.

Today, many traditional and sacred sites have been 
lost but oral history and culture have survived as have 
many freshwater shell middens, scar-trees, sacred 
trees, stone artefact scatters and burial sites along 
the Darebin and Merri Creeks and the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Oral histories from descendants of the 
Wurundjeri depict stories of the area with a great 
diversity in fauna and prolifi c farming, hunting and 
gathering. Historical papers and diary entries from 
European settlers paint a similarly rich picture with 
Aboriginal inhabitants seasonally visiting swamps 
for eel fi shing, grasslands for harvesting grass seed, 
tending to Murrnong patches or gathering with other 
tribes for ceremonial and trade occasions.  

Quarrying and the Alphington Tip

On the Alphington side of the creek, quarrying of 
basalt began in 1890 and continued until 1965. Once 
quarrying ceased the site became Alphington Tip, 
quickly fi lling the once deep hole with garbage from 
residents and local enterprises. While the tip was 
operational, the surrounding land was used for horse 
agistment and became weed infested and degraded. 

In 1924, the Ivanhoe side of the creek was to be 
purchased as the site of Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School 
but the depression and major fl ooding put a halt to that. 
The site known as Rockbeare Park was subsequently 
purchased by Heidelberg Shire and its natural rugged 
wilderness was used by locals, scout groups, leech 
collectors and picnickers. Eventually Rockbeare Park 
became neglected and overrun with weeds.

The tip closed in 1975 and neighbouring residents 
lobbied local, state and federal governments to 
acquire the land for a public park. After a visit from 
Victorian Premier, Sir Rupert Hamer, it was agreed 
that a dollar-for-dollar contribution from the State 
with Northcote Council would allow the purchase 
of the land for a public park. From that point on, 
signifi cant restoration and revegetation works have 
been undertaken by volunteers and park rangers.

Reconciliation and Rejuvenation 

Despite dislodgement from traditional land due to 
European settlement, Aboriginal connection to this 
land continues today. The Wurundjeri people maintain 
the rights to their remaining sacred places and are once 
again recognised as the custodians of the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Local land managers rely on their 
services for cultural consultation, fi re management, 
archaeological site understanding and ecological 
knowledge – working collaboratively to preserve the park 
for generations to come. The Spiritual Healing Trail at 
Darebin Parklands is a gift from the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community as a gesture of reconciliation.

Darebin Creek Management Committee 
and Environment Centre

The Darebin Creek Management Committee (DCMC) 
was formed in 2001 by amalgamating the Darebin 
Creek Co-ordination Committee and the Darebin 
Parklands Committee of Management. These two 
committees had been operating since their inception 
in 1984 and 1978 respectively. The Committee share a 
common interest in improving the Darebin Creek and 
its adjoining open space.

The DCMC consists of representatives of the local 
government areas the Darebin Creek fl ows through, 
being Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea and Yarra Councils 
as well as La Trobe University. 
A division of the DCMC manages the Darebin 
Parklands due to its unique history as a former 
landfi ll site, which requires specialised management.

The Darebin Creek Environment Centre is located at 
the Separation Street main entrance where DCMC 
staff are based. The Environment Centre is the hub 
of environmental education for the Darebin Creek 
catchment, where pre-school to tertiary students, 
along with community groups 
and individuals, can utilise the skills of staff and 
facilities on offer.

Darebin Parklands 
Association 
Founded in 1973, the Darebin Parklands Association 
(DPA) was instrumental in establishing the Darebin 
Parklands. Today, the DPA and the DCMC collaborate 
to protect and improve the bushland character of the 
park, maintaining it as a wildlife haven and place to 
appreciate nature. 

The DPA offers a wide range of opportunities for 
the community to learn more and contribute to 
the revegetation of the park, including planting 
and weeding days, Clean-up Australia events and 
information evenings. It also provides a Junior Ranger 
program which encourages kids and their parents 
to participate through activities such as Wildlife 
Spotlighting, Nest Box Making and Catch-a-Carp Day.  

Web: www.dpa.org.au
Facebook: Darebin Parklands Association 

Also see Friends of Darebin Creek for catchment 
related information including guest speakers and 
monthly community activities such as planting and 
weeding along the Darebin Creek. 

Web: www.friendsofdarebincreek.org.au
Facebook: Friends of Darebin Creek

The Park Today 
Located just 7kms from the city, Darebin Parklands 
today is rich with wildlife and has many walking tracks, 
bike paths and places to relax and take in the natural 
bushland setting. Since 1978, various committees of 
management with support of Darebin and Banyule 
Councils have employed rangers to manage the 
Darebin Parklands. 

Clues of the park’s mixed history can be discovered 
while exploring the park. Small remnants of 
indigenous vegetation and natural rock features 
jutting out of the creek sit beside Olive groves and 
wizened Mulberry trees. The quarry wall makes a 
beautiful amphitheatre and the water treatment 
ponds, pumped from groundwater running through 
the old tip site, provide an idyllic pond system. 

Fauna 
Keep your eye out in the grasslands of Snakegrass 
and Mt Puffalo for butterfl ies, like Woodland Blues or 
Wanderers, whizzing above the grasses and native 
wildfl owers, tiny Copper Skinks basking in the sun or 
Red-Rumped Parrots chewing seeds on the ground. 

Down by the creek, you may be lucky enough 
to come across a family of Wood Duck, a Rakali 
(Native Water Rat) hunting for yabbies or Fresh-
Water Mussels, Tawny Frogmouths camoufl aged in 
with tree trunks, tiny birds like Spotted Pardalotes 
or Blue Wrens fl ittering in the scrub or a Tiger 
Snake basking in the sun. Short-Finned Eel can 
be found in deeper pools in the creek and lucky 
visitors will glimpse Kingfi shers throughout the 
summer months. 

Up on the slopes, look for visiting Yellow-Tailed 
Black Cockatoos chewing casuarina cones, roaming 
echidnas, Blue-Tongue Lizards blending in with the 
grass and tiny conical soil pits made from Antlions 
(the larvae of lacewings).

Down by Ivanhoe Wetland or Pobblebonk Pond, 
you’ll be bound to hear some frogs chorusing such 
as the ‘crik-crik-crik’ of the Common Froglet, a 

Cormorant airing or a Nankeen Night Heron hiding 
in the bushes. Striped Skinks await dragonfl ies and 
Little Grebes dive to collect small fi sh. If you look 
carefully, you might see the tail of a Brush-Tailed 
Possum protruding from a nearby nest box.   

Elsewhere in the park’s woodlands, you will see 
(or just hear) Kookaburras, Eastern Rosellas 
and Rainbow Lorikeets nesting in Red Gums, 
Casuarinas, Manna Gums and Bursarias. By the 
duckponds, you are sure to see Chestnut Teal, 
Pacifi c Black Ducks, Coots and Purple Swamphens. 
Please resist feeding them – they’re healthier 
without our food. On rainy wet days, you may 
come across an Eastern Long-Necked Turtle as the 
females emerge from the water to lay their eggs on 
higher ground in such weather. Please leave them 
alone and keep dogs away!

At dusk, a keen eye will spot tiny bats fl itting 
around catching fl ying insects. Incredibly, they eat 
their own body weight in insects in one night! The 
much larger Grey Headed Flying Fox can be seen 
swooping over the area in search of fruit and nectar 
in neighbouring gardens. Unfortunately, unwelcome 
visitors, namely foxes and cats also roam the park 
at night, threatening our native wildlife. 

Flora 
Despite being only 7kms from the CBD, the park features 
a wide variety of indigenous fl ora in an urban bushland 
environment. Volunteers and staff are maintaining the 
integrity of a few small patches of remnant vegetation 
as well as revegetating other areas of the park for 
habitat and to stabilise creek banks from erosion. Many 
historical exotic trees remain such as Black Mulberry, 
Olives, Quince, Peppercorn and Pine Trees. 

In the north of the park, Snakegrass has over 50 
species of indigenous plants, all fl owering at different 
times of the year including Chocolate Lilies and 
Bulbine Lilies. You’ll fi nd several species of spear 
grass and wallaby grasses, Kangaroo Grass, Windmill 
Grass and Silky Bluegrass. In this area, rangers carry 
out mosaic burns in autumn to stimulate grassland 
species. Endangered plant species, Matted Flax-Lily, 
grows throughout the grassland. 

Along the creek, you’ll fi nd River Red Gums and 
Ribbon Barked Manna Gums, clumps of Common 
Tussock Grass, with Bidgee Widgees and Kidney 
Weed covering the ground below them. In winter, the 
blossoms from Silver Wattle and Golden Wattle light 
up the park. These plants not only provide habitat 
for many animals and insects but also stabilise creek 
banks and capture nutrients from the stream. 

In the wetlands and creek, you’ll fi nd a great array 
of aquatic plant species including Water Ribbons, 
Slender Knotweed, Broom Rush and Common 
Nardoo. These help fi lter the water and provide 
hiding spots for water insects, frogs and fi sh.

On the slopes surrounding the creek, thickets of Sticky-
Leafed Hop Bush, Prickly Moses Wattle, Sweet Bursaria 
and Sticky Boobialla hold the soil together and provide 
habitat for small birds. Below them grow several 
species of Saltbushes and hardy Wallaby Grasses.

Discover more
The Darebin Creek Management Committee website is 
a great source of information about Darebin Parklands 
and the Darebin Creek catchment including FAQs, 
education programs and fact sheets on topics including 
frogs, leachate system, geology, vegetation and history. 

Find us online at www.dcmc.org.au
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Geology
Most of Central Victoria, including the Darebin 
catchment, was covered by warm and shallow seas 
some 430 million years ago during the Silurian period. 
During this period, fi ne mud and sand sediments 
were laid down on the sea fl oor. Slowly these ancient 
layers developed into rocks and underground 
pressures pushed them to above present sea levels. 
This sedimentary sandstone and mudstone is 
visible on the Ivanhoe side of the park – their layers 
highlighted with colourful mineral-rich layers and 
harder levels where iron and other minerals have 
accumulated. It’s amazing to imagine these rocks 
as vast marine areas, writhing with primitive lifeforms 
that swam over these ancient sea fl oors. 

In the last 10 million years, right up to 5000 years 
ago, there was extensive volcanic activity across 
Victoria during the Quaternary period. Volcanoes to 
the north of Melbourne around Beveridge were active 
around 800,000 years ago spreading lava across this 
landscape and following old stream beds as far as the 
Yarra River. These lava fl ows formed the basalt rock 
sheets across the western side of the park.

Today, the Darebin Creek has worn a 
path between the ancient sedimentary 
rock and the newer basalt rock, 
winding its way to the Yarra River. 
The basalt found in Darebin Parklands is quite 
dense and was favourable for crushing for road and 
rail construction during Melbourne’s growth in the 
early 1900s.
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European Settlement

In 1837, the area was investigated by Government 
surveyor, Robert Hoddle. He declared the land east 
of the Darebin Creek, Keelbundoora, and to the west, 
Jika Jika – both local Aboriginal names. European 
settlers started arriving around 1838 and used the 
land for dairy farming, grazing and market gardens. 
Mulberry, Olive, Almond and Quince trees planted 
around this time are still present in the park today.

With this settlement came the shattering of the 
ancient traditional culture of the land’s Aboriginal 
inhabitants. A historic treaty in 1835, set up by 
John Batman, describes ‘buying’ the land from the 
Wurundjeri for some food and a few blankets. Well-
known Wurundjeri Elder, William Barak, recounts 
this deal as a gross misunderstanding, with elders 
believing that the deal was to access their land only 
temporarily. Over a period of 30 years, disease, 
dislodgement from traditional land, confl icts over 
access to land and livestock, and alcohol use, 
dramatically reduced the Aboriginal population. By 
1860, most of the surviving Woi Wurrung had been 
moved away to mission stations throughout Victoria.

Darebin Parklands is a bushland oasis in the 
middle of urban Melbourne. In this brochure, 
we welcome you to this special place – 
revisiting its rich history, introducing you 
to its present-day custodians and of course, 
encouraging you to wander through the 
park and experience its magic for yourself. 

Flip me over and you’ll fi nd a comprehensive 
Heritage and Nature Trail Guide which takes 
you on a journey through the park’s unique 
fl ora, fauna, geography and historical sites. 
Before we go, a friendly reminder – dogs can 
only run free in the O�  Lead Area (please see 
the map for its location). Let’s get started!

History
Sacred Beginnings 

The Wurundjeri clan of the Woi Wurrung people have 
lived on and cared for this land for tens of thousands 
of years. Part of the East Kulin language area, which 
covers most of Central Victoria, this land provided the 
Woi Wurrung people with shelter, medicine and food. 
Back then, you would have seen rich grassland and 
woodlands plentiful with bush foods such as native 
tubers and grass seed. Kangaroos, emus, wallabies, 
possums and bandicoots provided sources of meat, 
bone for tools and fur and skin for clothing. The rocky 
pools along the creek would have been teeming with 
Short-Finned Eel, fi sh and Long-Necked Turtle as well 
as stems of Kumbungi and Water Ribbons providing 
stable food sources.

Today, many traditional and sacred sites have been 
lost but oral history and culture have survived as have 
many freshwater shell middens, scar-trees, sacred 
trees, stone artefact scatters and burial sites along 
the Darebin and Merri Creeks and the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Oral histories from descendants of the 
Wurundjeri depict stories of the area with a great 
diversity in fauna and prolifi c farming, hunting and 
gathering. Historical papers and diary entries from 
European settlers paint a similarly rich picture with 
Aboriginal inhabitants seasonally visiting swamps 
for eel fi shing, grasslands for harvesting grass seed, 
tending to Murrnong patches or gathering with other 
tribes for ceremonial and trade occasions.  

Quarrying and the Alphington Tip

On the Alphington side of the creek, quarrying of 
basalt began in 1890 and continued until 1965. Once 
quarrying ceased the site became Alphington Tip, 
quickly fi lling the once deep hole with garbage from 
residents and local enterprises. While the tip was 
operational, the surrounding land was used for horse 
agistment and became weed infested and degraded. 

In 1924, the Ivanhoe side of the creek was to be 
purchased as the site of Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School 
but the depression and major fl ooding put a halt to that. 
The site known as Rockbeare Park was subsequently 
purchased by Heidelberg Shire and its natural rugged 
wilderness was used by locals, scout groups, leech 
collectors and picnickers. Eventually Rockbeare Park 
became neglected and overrun with weeds.

The tip closed in 1975 and neighbouring residents 
lobbied local, state and federal governments to 
acquire the land for a public park. After a visit from 
Victorian Premier, Sir Rupert Hamer, it was agreed 
that a dollar-for-dollar contribution from the State 
with Northcote Council would allow the purchase 
of the land for a public park. From that point on, 
signifi cant restoration and revegetation works have 
been undertaken by volunteers and park rangers.

Reconciliation and Rejuvenation 

Despite dislodgement from traditional land due to 
European settlement, Aboriginal connection to this 
land continues today. The Wurundjeri people maintain 
the rights to their remaining sacred places and are once 
again recognised as the custodians of the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Local land managers rely on their 
services for cultural consultation, fi re management, 
archaeological site understanding and ecological 
knowledge – working collaboratively to preserve the park 
for generations to come. The Spiritual Healing Trail at 
Darebin Parklands is a gift from the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community as a gesture of reconciliation.

Darebin Creek Management Committee 
and Environment Centre

The Darebin Creek Management Committee (DCMC) 
was formed in 2001 by amalgamating the Darebin 
Creek Co-ordination Committee and the Darebin 
Parklands Committee of Management. These two 
committees had been operating since their inception 
in 1984 and 1978 respectively. The Committee share a 
common interest in improving the Darebin Creek and 
its adjoining open space.

The DCMC consists of representatives of the local 
government areas the Darebin Creek fl ows through, 
being Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea and Yarra Councils 
as well as La Trobe University. 
A division of the DCMC manages the Darebin 
Parklands due to its unique history as a former 
landfi ll site, which requires specialised management.

The Darebin Creek Environment Centre is located at 
the Separation Street main entrance where DCMC 
staff are based. The Environment Centre is the hub 
of environmental education for the Darebin Creek 
catchment, where pre-school to tertiary students, 
along with community groups 
and individuals, can utilise the skills of staff and 
facilities on offer.

Darebin Parklands 
Association 
Founded in 1973, the Darebin Parklands Association 
(DPA) was instrumental in establishing the Darebin 
Parklands. Today, the DPA and the DCMC collaborate 
to protect and improve the bushland character of the 
park, maintaining it as a wildlife haven and place to 
appreciate nature. 

The DPA offers a wide range of opportunities for 
the community to learn more and contribute to 
the revegetation of the park, including planting 
and weeding days, Clean-up Australia events and 
information evenings. It also provides a Junior Ranger 
program which encourages kids and their parents 
to participate through activities such as Wildlife 
Spotlighting, Nest Box Making and Catch-a-Carp Day.  

Web: www.dpa.org.au
Facebook: Darebin Parklands Association 

Also see Friends of Darebin Creek for catchment 
related information including guest speakers and 
monthly community activities such as planting and 
weeding along the Darebin Creek. 

Web: www.friendsofdarebincreek.org.au
Facebook: Friends of Darebin Creek

The Park Today 
Located just 7kms from the city, Darebin Parklands 
today is rich with wildlife and has many walking tracks, 
bike paths and places to relax and take in the natural 
bushland setting. Since 1978, various committees of 
management with support of Darebin and Banyule 
Councils have employed rangers to manage the 
Darebin Parklands. 

Clues of the park’s mixed history can be discovered 
while exploring the park. Small remnants of 
indigenous vegetation and natural rock features 
jutting out of the creek sit beside Olive groves and 
wizened Mulberry trees. The quarry wall makes a 
beautiful amphitheatre and the water treatment 
ponds, pumped from groundwater running through 
the old tip site, provide an idyllic pond system. 

Fauna 
Keep your eye out in the grasslands of Snakegrass 
and Mt Puffalo for butterfl ies, like Woodland Blues or 
Wanderers, whizzing above the grasses and native 
wildfl owers, tiny Copper Skinks basking in the sun or 
Red-Rumped Parrots chewing seeds on the ground. 

Down by the creek, you may be lucky enough 
to come across a family of Wood Duck, a Rakali 
(Native Water Rat) hunting for yabbies or Fresh-
Water Mussels, Tawny Frogmouths camoufl aged in 
with tree trunks, tiny birds like Spotted Pardalotes 
or Blue Wrens fl ittering in the scrub or a Tiger 
Snake basking in the sun. Short-Finned Eel can 
be found in deeper pools in the creek and lucky 
visitors will glimpse Kingfi shers throughout the 
summer months. 

Up on the slopes, look for visiting Yellow-Tailed 
Black Cockatoos chewing casuarina cones, roaming 
echidnas, Blue-Tongue Lizards blending in with the 
grass and tiny conical soil pits made from Antlions 
(the larvae of lacewings).

Down by Ivanhoe Wetland or Pobblebonk Pond, 
you’ll be bound to hear some frogs chorusing such 
as the ‘crik-crik-crik’ of the Common Froglet, a 

Cormorant airing or a Nankeen Night Heron hiding 
in the bushes. Striped Skinks await dragonfl ies and 
Little Grebes dive to collect small fi sh. If you look 
carefully, you might see the tail of a Brush-Tailed 
Possum protruding from a nearby nest box.   

Elsewhere in the park’s woodlands, you will see 
(or just hear) Kookaburras, Eastern Rosellas 
and Rainbow Lorikeets nesting in Red Gums, 
Casuarinas, Manna Gums and Bursarias. By the 
duckponds, you are sure to see Chestnut Teal, 
Pacifi c Black Ducks, Coots and Purple Swamphens. 
Please resist feeding them – they’re healthier 
without our food. On rainy wet days, you may 
come across an Eastern Long-Necked Turtle as the 
females emerge from the water to lay their eggs on 
higher ground in such weather. Please leave them 
alone and keep dogs away!

At dusk, a keen eye will spot tiny bats fl itting 
around catching fl ying insects. Incredibly, they eat 
their own body weight in insects in one night! The 
much larger Grey Headed Flying Fox can be seen 
swooping over the area in search of fruit and nectar 
in neighbouring gardens. Unfortunately, unwelcome 
visitors, namely foxes and cats also roam the park 
at night, threatening our native wildlife. 

Flora 
Despite being only 7kms from the CBD, the park features 
a wide variety of indigenous fl ora in an urban bushland 
environment. Volunteers and staff are maintaining the 
integrity of a few small patches of remnant vegetation 
as well as revegetating other areas of the park for 
habitat and to stabilise creek banks from erosion. Many 
historical exotic trees remain such as Black Mulberry, 
Olives, Quince, Peppercorn and Pine Trees. 

In the north of the park, Snakegrass has over 50 
species of indigenous plants, all fl owering at different 
times of the year including Chocolate Lilies and 
Bulbine Lilies. You’ll fi nd several species of spear 
grass and wallaby grasses, Kangaroo Grass, Windmill 
Grass and Silky Bluegrass. In this area, rangers carry 
out mosaic burns in autumn to stimulate grassland 
species. Endangered plant species, Matted Flax-Lily, 
grows throughout the grassland. 

Along the creek, you’ll fi nd River Red Gums and 
Ribbon Barked Manna Gums, clumps of Common 
Tussock Grass, with Bidgee Widgees and Kidney 
Weed covering the ground below them. In winter, the 
blossoms from Silver Wattle and Golden Wattle light 
up the park. These plants not only provide habitat 
for many animals and insects but also stabilise creek 
banks and capture nutrients from the stream. 

In the wetlands and creek, you’ll fi nd a great array 
of aquatic plant species including Water Ribbons, 
Slender Knotweed, Broom Rush and Common 
Nardoo. These help fi lter the water and provide 
hiding spots for water insects, frogs and fi sh.

On the slopes surrounding the creek, thickets of Sticky-
Leafed Hop Bush, Prickly Moses Wattle, Sweet Bursaria 
and Sticky Boobialla hold the soil together and provide 
habitat for small birds. Below them grow several 
species of Saltbushes and hardy Wallaby Grasses.

Discover more
The Darebin Creek Management Committee website is 
a great source of information about Darebin Parklands 
and the Darebin Creek catchment including FAQs, 
education programs and fact sheets on topics including 
frogs, leachate system, geology, vegetation and history. 

Find us online at www.dcmc.org.au
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Most of Central Victoria, including the Darebin 
catchment, was covered by warm and shallow seas 
some 430 million years ago during the Silurian period. 
During this period, fi ne mud and sand sediments 
were laid down on the sea fl oor. Slowly these ancient 
layers developed into rocks and underground 
pressures pushed them to above present sea levels. 
This sedimentary sandstone and mudstone is 
visible on the Ivanhoe side of the park – their layers 
highlighted with colourful mineral-rich layers and 
harder levels where iron and other minerals have 
accumulated. It’s amazing to imagine these rocks 
as vast marine areas, writhing with primitive lifeforms 
that swam over these ancient sea fl oors. 

In the last 10 million years, right up to 5000 years 
ago, there was extensive volcanic activity across 
Victoria during the Quaternary period. Volcanoes to 
the north of Melbourne around Beveridge were active 
around 800,000 years ago spreading lava across this 
landscape and following old stream beds as far as the 
Yarra River. These lava fl ows formed the basalt rock 
sheets across the western side of the park.

Today, the Darebin Creek has worn a 
path between the ancient sedimentary 
rock and the newer basalt rock, 
winding its way to the Yarra River. 
The basalt found in Darebin Parklands is quite 
dense and was favourable for crushing for road and 
rail construction during Melbourne’s growth in the 
early 1900s.
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European Settlement

In 1837, the area was investigated by Government 
surveyor, Robert Hoddle. He declared the land east 
of the Darebin Creek, Keelbundoora, and to the west, 
Jika Jika – both local Aboriginal names. European 
settlers started arriving around 1838 and used the 
land for dairy farming, grazing and market gardens. 
Mulberry, Olive, Almond and Quince trees planted 
around this time are still present in the park today.

With this settlement came the shattering of the 
ancient traditional culture of the land’s Aboriginal 
inhabitants. A historic treaty in 1835, set up by 
John Batman, describes ‘buying’ the land from the 
Wurundjeri for some food and a few blankets. Well-
known Wurundjeri Elder, William Barak, recounts 
this deal as a gross misunderstanding, with elders 
believing that the deal was to access their land only 
temporarily. Over a period of 30 years, disease, 
dislodgement from traditional land, confl icts over 
access to land and livestock, and alcohol use, 
dramatically reduced the Aboriginal population. By 
1860, most of the surviving Woi Wurrung had been 
moved away to mission stations throughout Victoria.

Darebin Parklands is a bushland oasis in the 
middle of urban Melbourne. In this brochure, 
we welcome you to this special place – 
revisiting its rich history, introducing you 
to its present-day custodians and of course, 
encouraging you to wander through the 
park and experience its magic for yourself. 

Flip me over and you’ll fi nd a comprehensive 
Heritage and Nature Trail Guide which takes 
you on a journey through the park’s unique 
fl ora, fauna, geography and historical sites. 
Before we go, a friendly reminder – dogs can 
only run free in the O�  Lead Area (please see 
the map for its location). Let’s get started!

History
Sacred Beginnings 

The Wurundjeri clan of the Woi Wurrung people have 
lived on and cared for this land for tens of thousands 
of years. Part of the East Kulin language area, which 
covers most of Central Victoria, this land provided the 
Woi Wurrung people with shelter, medicine and food. 
Back then, you would have seen rich grassland and 
woodlands plentiful with bush foods such as native 
tubers and grass seed. Kangaroos, emus, wallabies, 
possums and bandicoots provided sources of meat, 
bone for tools and fur and skin for clothing. The rocky 
pools along the creek would have been teeming with 
Short-Finned Eel, fi sh and Long-Necked Turtle as well 
as stems of Kumbungi and Water Ribbons providing 
stable food sources.

Today, many traditional and sacred sites have been 
lost but oral history and culture have survived as have 
many freshwater shell middens, scar-trees, sacred 
trees, stone artefact scatters and burial sites along 
the Darebin and Merri Creeks and the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Oral histories from descendants of the 
Wurundjeri depict stories of the area with a great 
diversity in fauna and prolifi c farming, hunting and 
gathering. Historical papers and diary entries from 
European settlers paint a similarly rich picture with 
Aboriginal inhabitants seasonally visiting swamps 
for eel fi shing, grasslands for harvesting grass seed, 
tending to Murrnong patches or gathering with other 
tribes for ceremonial and trade occasions.  

Quarrying and the Alphington Tip

On the Alphington side of the creek, quarrying of 
basalt began in 1890 and continued until 1965. Once 
quarrying ceased the site became Alphington Tip, 
quickly fi lling the once deep hole with garbage from 
residents and local enterprises. While the tip was 
operational, the surrounding land was used for horse 
agistment and became weed infested and degraded. 

In 1924, the Ivanhoe side of the creek was to be 
purchased as the site of Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School 
but the depression and major fl ooding put a halt to that. 
The site known as Rockbeare Park was subsequently 
purchased by Heidelberg Shire and its natural rugged 
wilderness was used by locals, scout groups, leech 
collectors and picnickers. Eventually Rockbeare Park 
became neglected and overrun with weeds.

The tip closed in 1975 and neighbouring residents 
lobbied local, state and federal governments to 
acquire the land for a public park. After a visit from 
Victorian Premier, Sir Rupert Hamer, it was agreed 
that a dollar-for-dollar contribution from the State 
with Northcote Council would allow the purchase 
of the land for a public park. From that point on, 
signifi cant restoration and revegetation works have 
been undertaken by volunteers and park rangers.

Reconciliation and Rejuvenation 

Despite dislodgement from traditional land due to 
European settlement, Aboriginal connection to this 
land continues today. The Wurundjeri people maintain 
the rights to their remaining sacred places and are once 
again recognised as the custodians of the Birrarung 
(Yarra River). Local land managers rely on their 
services for cultural consultation, fi re management, 
archaeological site understanding and ecological 
knowledge – working collaboratively to preserve the park 
for generations to come. The Spiritual Healing Trail at 
Darebin Parklands is a gift from the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community as a gesture of reconciliation.

Darebin Creek Management Committee 
and Environment Centre

The Darebin Creek Management Committee (DCMC) 
was formed in 2001 by amalgamating the Darebin 
Creek Co-ordination Committee and the Darebin 
Parklands Committee of Management. These two 
committees had been operating since their inception 
in 1984 and 1978 respectively. The Committee share a 
common interest in improving the Darebin Creek and 
its adjoining open space.

The DCMC consists of representatives of the local 
government areas the Darebin Creek fl ows through, 
being Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea and Yarra Councils 
as well as La Trobe University. 
A division of the DCMC manages the Darebin 
Parklands due to its unique history as a former 
landfi ll site, which requires specialised management.

The Darebin Creek Environment Centre is located at 
the Separation Street main entrance where DCMC 
staff are based. The Environment Centre is the hub 
of environmental education for the Darebin Creek 
catchment, where pre-school to tertiary students, 
along with community groups 
and individuals, can utilise the skills of staff and 
facilities on offer.

Darebin Parklands 
Association 
Founded in 1973, the Darebin Parklands Association 
(DPA) was instrumental in establishing the Darebin 
Parklands. Today, the DPA and the DCMC collaborate 
to protect and improve the bushland character of the 
park, maintaining it as a wildlife haven and place to 
appreciate nature. 

The DPA offers a wide range of opportunities for 
the community to learn more and contribute to 
the revegetation of the park, including planting 
and weeding days, Clean-up Australia events and 
information evenings. It also provides a Junior Ranger 
program which encourages kids and their parents 
to participate through activities such as Wildlife 
Spotlighting, Nest Box Making and Catch-a-Carp Day.  

Web: www.dpa.org.au
Facebook: Darebin Parklands Association 

Also see Friends of Darebin Creek for catchment 
related information including guest speakers and 
monthly community activities such as planting and 
weeding along the Darebin Creek. 

Web: www.friendsofdarebincreek.org.au
Facebook: Friends of Darebin Creek

The Park Today 
Located just 7kms from the city, Darebin Parklands 
today is rich with wildlife and has many walking tracks, 
bike paths and places to relax and take in the natural 
bushland setting. Since 1978, various committees of 
management with support of Darebin and Banyule 
Councils have employed rangers to manage the 
Darebin Parklands. 

Clues of the park’s mixed history can be discovered 
while exploring the park. Small remnants of 
indigenous vegetation and natural rock features 
jutting out of the creek sit beside Olive groves and 
wizened Mulberry trees. The quarry wall makes a 
beautiful amphitheatre and the water treatment 
ponds, pumped from groundwater running through 
the old tip site, provide an idyllic pond system. 

Fauna 
Keep your eye out in the grasslands of Snakegrass 
and Mt Puffalo for butterfl ies, like Woodland Blues or 
Wanderers, whizzing above the grasses and native 
wildfl owers, tiny Copper Skinks basking in the sun or 
Red-Rumped Parrots chewing seeds on the ground. 

Down by the creek, you may be lucky enough 
to come across a family of Wood Duck, a Rakali 
(Native Water Rat) hunting for yabbies or Fresh-
Water Mussels, Tawny Frogmouths camoufl aged in 
with tree trunks, tiny birds like Spotted Pardalotes 
or Blue Wrens fl ittering in the scrub or a Tiger 
Snake basking in the sun. Short-Finned Eel can 
be found in deeper pools in the creek and lucky 
visitors will glimpse Kingfi shers throughout the 
summer months. 

Up on the slopes, look for visiting Yellow-Tailed 
Black Cockatoos chewing casuarina cones, roaming 
echidnas, Blue-Tongue Lizards blending in with the 
grass and tiny conical soil pits made from Antlions 
(the larvae of lacewings).

Down by Ivanhoe Wetland or Pobblebonk Pond, 
you’ll be bound to hear some frogs chorusing such 
as the ‘crik-crik-crik’ of the Common Froglet, a 

Cormorant airing or a Nankeen Night Heron hiding 
in the bushes. Striped Skinks await dragonfl ies and 
Little Grebes dive to collect small fi sh. If you look 
carefully, you might see the tail of a Brush-Tailed 
Possum protruding from a nearby nest box.   

Elsewhere in the park’s woodlands, you will see 
(or just hear) Kookaburras, Eastern Rosellas 
and Rainbow Lorikeets nesting in Red Gums, 
Casuarinas, Manna Gums and Bursarias. By the 
duckponds, you are sure to see Chestnut Teal, 
Pacifi c Black Ducks, Coots and Purple Swamphens. 
Please resist feeding them – they’re healthier 
without our food. On rainy wet days, you may 
come across an Eastern Long-Necked Turtle as the 
females emerge from the water to lay their eggs on 
higher ground in such weather. Please leave them 
alone and keep dogs away!

At dusk, a keen eye will spot tiny bats fl itting 
around catching fl ying insects. Incredibly, they eat 
their own body weight in insects in one night! The 
much larger Grey Headed Flying Fox can be seen 
swooping over the area in search of fruit and nectar 
in neighbouring gardens. Unfortunately, unwelcome 
visitors, namely foxes and cats also roam the park 
at night, threatening our native wildlife. 

Flora 
Despite being only 7kms from the CBD, the park features 
a wide variety of indigenous fl ora in an urban bushland 
environment. Volunteers and staff are maintaining the 
integrity of a few small patches of remnant vegetation 
as well as revegetating other areas of the park for 
habitat and to stabilise creek banks from erosion. Many 
historical exotic trees remain such as Black Mulberry, 
Olives, Quince, Peppercorn and Pine Trees. 

In the north of the park, Snakegrass has over 50 
species of indigenous plants, all fl owering at different 
times of the year including Chocolate Lilies and 
Bulbine Lilies. You’ll fi nd several species of spear 
grass and wallaby grasses, Kangaroo Grass, Windmill 
Grass and Silky Bluegrass. In this area, rangers carry 
out mosaic burns in autumn to stimulate grassland 
species. Endangered plant species, Matted Flax-Lily, 
grows throughout the grassland. 

Along the creek, you’ll fi nd River Red Gums and 
Ribbon Barked Manna Gums, clumps of Common 
Tussock Grass, with Bidgee Widgees and Kidney 
Weed covering the ground below them. In winter, the 
blossoms from Silver Wattle and Golden Wattle light 
up the park. These plants not only provide habitat 
for many animals and insects but also stabilise creek 
banks and capture nutrients from the stream. 

In the wetlands and creek, you’ll fi nd a great array 
of aquatic plant species including Water Ribbons, 
Slender Knotweed, Broom Rush and Common 
Nardoo. These help fi lter the water and provide 
hiding spots for water insects, frogs and fi sh.

On the slopes surrounding the creek, thickets of Sticky-
Leafed Hop Bush, Prickly Moses Wattle, Sweet Bursaria 
and Sticky Boobialla hold the soil together and provide 
habitat for small birds. Below them grow several 
species of Saltbushes and hardy Wallaby Grasses.
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9499 4454

Pay us a visit

Darebin Creek 
Environment Centre

Darebin Parklands
East end of Separation 
Street, Alphington

Train: 
Walk 500m north from 
Alphington Train Station

Bus: 
Bus Route 508, stop 
corner Separation 
and Bennett Streets

Proudly supported by 
Banyule, Darebin, Whittlesea 

and Yarra Councils and 
La Trobe University.

This brochure is printed 
on recycled paper.

Geology
Most of Central Victoria, including the Darebin 
catchment, was covered by warm and shallow seas 
some 430 million years ago during the Silurian period. 
During this period, fi ne mud and sand sediments 
were laid down on the sea fl oor. Slowly these ancient 
layers developed into rocks and underground 
pressures pushed them to above present sea levels. 
This sedimentary sandstone and mudstone is 
visible on the Ivanhoe side of the park – their layers 
highlighted with colourful mineral-rich layers and 
harder levels where iron and other minerals have 
accumulated. It’s amazing to imagine these rocks 
as vast marine areas, writhing with primitive lifeforms 
that swam over these ancient sea fl oors. 

In the last 10 million years, right up to 5000 years 
ago, there was extensive volcanic activity across 
Victoria during the Quaternary period. Volcanoes to 
the north of Melbourne around Beveridge were active 
around 800,000 years ago spreading lava across this 
landscape and following old stream beds as far as the 
Yarra River. These lava fl ows formed the basalt rock 
sheets across the western side of the park.

Today, the Darebin Creek has worn a 
path between the ancient sedimentary 
rock and the newer basalt rock, 
winding its way to the Yarra River. 
The basalt found in Darebin Parklands is quite 
dense and was favourable for crushing for road and 
rail construction during Melbourne’s growth in the 
early 1900s.
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 Old Steam Shovel 
Counterweight

These huge slabs of Red Gum 
were once a counterweight for a 
steam shovel used in the quarry 
around 1912. The old steam 
shovel is buried just south of the 
duck pond deteriorated by rust.

 Basalt Tessellated 
Pavement

This Tertiary basalt outcrop was 
formed around 800,000 years 
ago due to cooling of deep lava 
flows from several volcanoes 
near Beveridge 40km north of 
Melbourne. The lava flowed along 
existing streambeds and filled old 
stream valleys, creating new paths 
for the Darebin Creek. Weathering 
and erosion over the years has 
exposed this basalt tessellation.

 Snakegrass  
Wildflower Area

The Snakegrass area was a 
typical urban wasteland, covered 
in Artichoke Thistle, Briar Rose 
and Chillean Needle Grass. After 
burning the site, rangers discovered 
a vast array of indigenous plant 
species surviving below the weed 
layer, inspiring works to re-establish 
a native grassland. 

 Mulberry Avenue –  
circa 1860

The Mulberry Avenue trees are 
Black Mulberries (Morus nigra) 
planted around 1860 by Chinese 
market gardeners working for 
John Sharp Adams. Olive groves 
on nearby slopes were planted 
around the same time. Other 
trees such as Quince, Plum and 
Almond trees can still be found 
around this site which was 
once a thriving market garden, 
supplying Melbourne markets. 
Many of the orchards were cut 
down for firewood during the 
depression of the 1930s. 

 Silurian Outcrop

There are several significant 
outcrops of sedimentary rock 
throughout the park originating 
from the Silurian period. 
In ancient seas, 430 million 
years ago, fine mud and sand 
sediments were laid down 
horizontally and slowly developed 
into rock. Eventually pressure 
under the earth pushed these 
rocks to the surface resulting in 
the dramatically different landform 
on the Ivanhoe side, as compared 
to the volcanic Alphington side. 

 Ellis Stones  
Gum Tree Walk

In 1973–74, pioneer Australian 
landscape architect, Ellis Stones, 
became actively involved in 
Darebin Parklands and supervised 
the first community planting with 
volunteers from the Rockbeare 
Conservation Group (now the 
Darebin Parklands Association). 
This selection of Eucalyptus 
trees is known as the Ellis Stones 
Gum Tree Walk as a tribute to 
his contribution in assisting the 
Rockbeare Conservation Group to 
establish the Darebin Parklands. 

 Workers’ Cricket Pitch

Remnants of an old cricket pitch 
can be found hidden in the grass 
at the centre of the grassed 
area. The pitch was constructed 
by quarry workers in the 1930s 
during the depression. 

 Sidney Clifton Bridge

In 1978, a group of volunteers 
from the Rockbeare Park 
Conservation Group constructed 
the footbridge across the 
Darebin Creek. Ivanhoe resident 
and founding Rockbeare 
Conservation Group member, 
Sidney Clifton, was a lecturer 
at Melbourne University and, 
together with other volunteers, 
he built the wooden formwork 
for the bridge in his lounge 
room. The formwork was then 
carried down to the creek site 
and concrete poured, volunteers 
finished the bridge by the light of 
kerosene lamps. Future Deputy 
Prime Minister, Brian Howe, and 
Local Member of Legislative 
Committee, Bruce Skeggs, 
formally opened the Clifton 
Bridge on the 5th August 1979. 

 Historical Weirs

Remnants of two bluestone 
weirs can be found on Darebin 
Creek, the first just downstream 
from the Palm tree and the 
second 50m downstream from 
the Clifton Bridge. They were 
constructed around 1860 and 
were used for the irrigation of 
the market gardens, citrus and 
apple orchards on the flats.

Heritage and 
Nature Trail

 Crossing Stones

The Crossing Stones were 
constructed by the Melbourne 
Metropolitan Board of Works 
during works to run power 
to the North East sewerage 
pipeline in 1984. Previously 
sewage had been drained 
into the creeks right across 
Melbourne. Fortunately, we 
value our waterways better 
now for their amenity as well 
as habitat value to aquatic 
and riparian species.

 Pobblebonk Wetland

Pobblebonk Wetland was 
constructed in 2007, designed  
to capture stormwater flows from 
the pocket around Ivanhoe Train 
Station. The pond collects water 
and the overflow pushes water 
through reeds and grasses into 
the Darebin Creek. Water left in 
the pond eventually seeps into 
the creek, trapping nutrients and 
sediments behind. Wetlands like 
this are a rich place for plants, 
waterbugs, frogs and birds to live.

 Firemen’s Memorial

Two Metropolitan Fire Brigade 
firemen were fatally burnt 
fighting a fire that started in the 
Alphington Tip on the 1st March 
1968. The firemen were fighting 
the escaped tip site fire on the 
lower floodplain when a wind 
change forced them to head 
back toward Rockbeare Grove. 
Within sight of the truck, both 
men were trapped in an old wire 
fence and a large patch of gorse 
and blackberry, which ignited 
and critically burnt both men.

 Mt Puffalo

A play on words, Mt Puffalo 
(Mt Buffalo) was constructed in 
1998 from 90,000m3 of material 
excavated from the Domain 
Tunnel under the Yarra River. 
It offers 360° views of the CBD, 
Mt Dandenong Ranges, Kinglake 
Ranges, Kew and Surrey Hills. 
Volunteers have planted it 
out with indigenous grassland 
species. Beside Mt Puffalo is 
David Bell and Gary Tippett’s 
sculpture The Nest, symbolising 
Bunjil’s egg, installed in 2012. 

 Tip Water Treatment

The treatment system collects 
ground water (leachate) from 
beneath the tip site to prevent 
it entering the Darebin Creek, 
and then aerates it and strips 
heavy metals and excess 
nutrients from the water 
through a system of bio-filters. 
This water is then pumped 
through a bio-swale, and out 
into three wetlands before 
being recirculated.

 Old Quarry Wall

This area was used as a dairy 
farm from the 1850s to the 
1900s. From 1890 to 1965, the 
site was quarried for bluestone 
which was crushed to make 
blue metal aggregate for local 
road construction. The quarry 
hole extended to Wingrove 
Street to the south, and north 
to the picnic area, where the 
current amphitheatre indicates 
the excavation edge. From 
1965 to 1975, this site was leased 
to Northcote City Council and 
used as a domestic rubbish tip. 
Now covered and rehabilitated, 
it’s a popular location for 
picnics, parties and weddings.




